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(b) The yearly demand of pulses 
Including Masoor Dal depends on a 
number of factors like availability of 
other pulses as well as substitutable 
loodgrains and foodstuffs, the level of 
their prices, the level of income of fhe 
consumers, population growth, etc. In 
view of this, it is difficult to frame an 
estimate of normal consumption re
quirement of Masoor Dal. It may, 
however, be stated that during the 
three year period 1974—76, the aver
age annual quantity of all pulses 
available for human consumption was 

'9.7 million tonnes.
Statement

Estimate of production of Masoor dal 
during 1975-76 and 1974-75 for 

selected States.
(Thousand tonnes)

State 1975-76 1974-75

As'iam . 4-7 5-5

B'har 88 6 98 3

Haryana . 1 1 9 II  3

H'machal Pradesh I 0 I 0

Jammu & Kas'imir 0 4 0 4

Madhya Prade;ri 156 3 149 5

Miharashtra 5 9 5 1

Punjab 9 0 9 0

Rajasthan 6-5 9 1

Tripura . 0 2 0 1

Uttar Pradesh . 104 -2 93 8

West Bengal . 74 0 74 0

Source:— All ladia F nal 
Estimates of Rabi pulses 
(Other thangr m '.nd tur)
19 75-76 .

Shortage of Sugar

5508. SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH 
MALIK: Will the Minister of AGRI
CULTURE AND IRRIGATION be 
pleased to state;

(a) whether there has been acute 
shortage jof sugar in the country

during the years 1975-76 and 1976
77;

(hi if so, the reasons thereof; and

(c) the steps taken by Govern
ment to check the rise in the price 
of this commodity?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
a n d  IRRIGATION (SHRl SURJIT 
SINGH BARNALA); (a) No, Sir.

(b ) ,  Des not arise.

(c) Free-sale sugar prices registerea 
an upward trend during the first hall 
of May, 1977. With a view to bringing 
down the prices, Government increas
ed the releases of free-sale sugar from 
90 thousand tonnes in May, 1977 to 120 
thousand tonnes during June and July. 
The same quantity has now been relear.- 
ed for August, 1977 also. 'I'nis nad a 
salutary effect on the market as sugar 
prices showed a declining trend in the 
principal markets in the country 
which are generally ruling lower by 
Rs. 5 to Rs. 15 per quintal in most 
parts of the country at present as 
compared to those at the end of May, 
1977.
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