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mercial banks (including nationalised
banks) in December 1976 to issue ap-
propriate guidelines to their branches
so that there is easy flow of credit to
needy persons for consumption pur-
poses.

Distribution of Cloth

2351. SHRI R. KOLANTHAIVELU.
Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND
CIVIL SUPPLIES AND, COOFERA-
TION pe pleased to state:

(a) the method of distribution of
cloth manufactured by mills managed
by the National Textile Corporation;

y (b) the comparative prices of

equivalent varieties of cloth vis-a-vis
cloth manufactureq by other mills in
private gector;

(c) whether Government are aware
that such cloth is scarcely available in
the rural areas and :

(d) if so, the stéps proposed to
secure. easy - availability of the cloth
for weaker sections in rural areas?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) Cloth manufactured by the
mills run by the National Textile Cor-
poration is sold in the market through
establisheq channelg of wholesale
traders anq upcountry agents. The
cloth js also supplied to some Central
Government and State Government
Departments. The marketing Division
of the NTC (Holding Company) has
establisheq a net work of qirectly
managed retail outlets. A part of the

production of NTC mills is also ex-

ported.

(b) In view of manifo’d varieties,
‘such a comparison is not feasible.

(c) and {(d). NTC has launched a
special plan to meet the needs of the
rural = areas.. Besides appointing
authorised stockists in . semi-urban
areas NTC has linked up its - retail

shops wlth Tribal Development Cor».

poration in Orissa, Bihar Panchayati
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Raj Finance Corporation Limited,
Patna anq Civil Supply Corporation of
Punjab, Tamil Nadu etc. Efforts are
being made to increase such avenues to
make NTC cloth available at reason-
able rates, to the people in the rural
areas.
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