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Drinking: Water to Backward Classes 
in West Bengal

57. DR. BIJOY MONDAL: WiU the 
Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether any amount has been 
allotted to West Bengal for supply of 
drinking water to villages inhabited 
by Harijans, Adivasis and other back-
ward communities; and

(b) if so, the amount allotted in the 
year 1976-77 and the number of villa-
ges covered?

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(CHAUDHURI CHARAN SINGH):
(a) and (b). There is no Central 
Scheme for supply of drinking water 
to villages inhabited by Harijans, Adi-
vasis and other backward communities. 
However, under the Minimum Needs 
Programme of the State Sector, an 
amount of Rs. 245 lakhs has been pro-
vided for rural water supply pro-
gramme for the year 1976-77. This 
will cover all the rural areas of the 
State including those inhabited by 
Harijans, Adivasis and other backward 
communities. In addition, a Special 
Central Assistance of Rs. 6,58,455 has 
been allotted during 1976-77 for rural 
water supply covering 257 villages in 
tribal sub-plan areas of the State.
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