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Soil Erosion

2016. SHRTMATI PARVATHI KRi- 
SHNAN: Will the Minister of AGRI­
CULTURE AND IRRIGATION be 
pleased to state:

(a) number of States which face 
huge losses in foodgrains cultivation 
due to erosion of soil;

(b) steps Government have taken in 
this regard; and

(c) how far these steps have 
checked the soil erosion?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY 07  AGRICULTURE AND

fta*** c f t f wyifrttrAg 
SSAK|: <i>« Mil
erosion on aeowat of wind and water 
eatafcinons fom  ox ©therein, *vtry 
atfrte at th4 cduntry. The extent and 
State-wise dWttfbuao* ot «ucb areas 
can be estimated only a ft*  lhe f M i  
country is covered by Boll Survey, 
which work is already la progress;

(b) and (c)- Th^ problem of soil 
degradation 14 being tackled in the 
counter through the programme a! 
soil and water conservation. It means 
prevention of all forms of soil degra­
dation by using the soil according to its 
capability and treating it according 
to its needs with measures like contour 
bunding, terracing, gully control, 
water harvesting, saline-alkaline land 
reclamation, afforestation and pasture 
development The programme of soil 
and water conservation was initiated 
right from the beginning of First Five 
Year Plan period. By the end of
1975-76; 21.90 million hectares are 
likely to be treated with a total ex­
penditure of Rs. 42203 crores. Plan- 
wise details of physical achievements 
and expenditure are given below:

CArea m million ha and Rupees in crores)

Period Area
treated

Expendi­
ture

1st Plan . 0 30 1 60

2nd Plan • 1 28 20 36

3rd Plan « 4*49 77 4a
1966-69 . • 4*59 86 79
4th Plan. * 8 19 162*46

1974-75 • • 1-12 39 27
1975-76 (Tentative) I 93 34 13

T otal • , a 2T 90 422 03

During the fifth  Five Year Fl*n 
period t.e„ 1974-75 to 1973*79, soil and 
waier conservation programmes have 
been further intensified. During the 
entire plan period, an area of about 5 
million hectares is likely to be covered 
with a total outlay of Rs. 278.28 crores.




