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Utilisation of ground water for Irri­
gation.

2826. SHRI BHOLA MANJHI:
SHRI M. KATHAMUTHU:

Will  the  Minister of  AGRICUL­
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) the  estimated  useable  ground 
water potential  available for irriga­
tion in the country;

(b) how much of this potential is 
now being utilised for irrigation; and

(c) what is the estimated additional 
utilisation of the ground water poten. 
tial in the Fifth Plan period?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE 
(PROF. SHER SINGH): (a) The ten­
tative estimate of useable groundwater 
potential of  the  entire country  for 
irrigation and  other  uses is  about 
215 MAF (Million  Acre Feet). The 
major use of groundwater is, how­
ever, irrigation.

(b) About 85 MAF.

(c) About 25 to 30 MAF.

Scheme on the use of  underground 
water for irrigation purposes

2827. SHRI  MUKHTIAR  SINGH 
MALIK: Will the Minister of AGRI­
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether  Government  have 
formulated any comprehensive scheme 
in regard to the use of underground 
water  for irrigation  purposes  and 
whether the State Governments have 
sent any proposal in this regard to 
the Centre for its approval and grant­
ing financial assistance;

(b) if so, whether the State Govern­
ment of Haryana have also asked for 
any assistance or approval from  the 
Central Government for the  use  of 
underground water in that State, and

(c) if so, the salient features of the 
schemes?

THE  MINISTER  OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(PROF. SHER SINGH): (a) No com­
prehensive scheme has been formu­
lated by the Central Government foi 
us,e of ground water for irrigation 
purposes. However, the minor irriga­
tion programme being  implemented 
in the State includes comprehensive 
schemes for development of ground­
water through dug wells, tubewells, 
boring and deepening of wells instal­
lation of pumpscts etc. Central assis­
tance for the minor irrigation pro­
gramme is made available to the State 
Governments according to the normal 
pattern in vogue and the State Gov­
ernments are not required to approach 
the Centre for ity approval and grant­
ing financial assistance in regard  to 
the groundwater development schemes 
(included in the Plan).

(b) The State Government of Har­
yana have not asked for any assist­
ance or sought  approval from the 
Central Government for use of under­
ground water in their State except 
for some schemes proposed under the 
Emergency  Agricultural  Production 
Programme which was initiated  by 
the Ministry of  Agriculture during
1972 for making up  of  the  kharif 

losses in foodgrains by Increasing rabi 
production.

(c) The  schemes  approved  under 
Emergency  Agricultural  Production 
Programme include Augmentation of 
Western Jamuna  Canal, energisation 
of tubewells. installation of deep tube­
wells, purchase  of  diesel generating 
sets etc.

Import of Fertilise’'

2828.  SHRI  M.  KATHAMUTHU: 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
be pleased to state:

(a) what is the total quantity and 
value of fertilisers’ imported by India 
in the past three year1?;

(b) the  types  of  fertilisers  im­
ported; and
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(c) how long the country will have
to depend on imported fertilisers.

THE MINISTER OF  STATE  IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P.  SHINDE);
(a). The quantities of imported ferti­
lisers in terms of  nutrients,  their
value, from  1969-70 to 1971-72 ar?
given below on' the basis of  actual
arrivals:—

Year In lakh tonnes

N K

Value in 
crores of
rupees

1969-70 ■ 6-67 094 1-20 ii6'77

1970-71 • 477 032 1-20 7678

1971-72 4-80 2-48 2-68 89-97

(b) Fertilisers imported were nitro­
genous such  as Urea,  Ammonium
Sulphate, Calcium Ammonium Nitrate,
Ammonium Sulphate Nitrate,  Phos- 
phatic  such  as  Ammonium  Nitro
Phosphate and  Di-Ammonium Phos­
phate and  Potassic such as  NPK,
Muriate of Potash and Sulphate of
Potash.

(c) Government are taking a num­
ber of measures for achieving self­
sufficiency in the production of Nitro- 
gene and Phosphates and for dispens­
ing with their imports by the end of
the  Fifth Plan.  Since  no sizeable
potash deposits have been discovered,
import of potash is likely to continue
beyond the Fifth Plan also.
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