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Selzere of Hashish at Delhi Air Port

§388. SHRI SUKHDEO PRASAD
VERMA: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Hashish worth Rs. 15
lakh has been seized at Delhi Arr
Port from London bound passengers
on 8th March, 1973; and

(b) it so. the action taken against
them?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI K.
R. GANESH): (a) On 8th March, 1873
Hashish (Charas) weighing 21.250 Kgs.
and valued at about Rs. 21,600 (at
the current illicit market rates) was
seized at the Delhi Airport irom three
foreign nationals bound for Frank-
furt.

(b) All the three foreigners have
been arrested and further investiga-
tions are in progress.

Direction to Commercial Banks Re:
Finance for Foodgrains including
Imported Ones

6389. SHRI YAMUNA PRASAD
MANDAL: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be plessed to state:

(a) whether Government have
directed Commercial Banks to provide
finances for the foodgrains, including
imported ones handled by the Food
Corporation; and

(b) if so, the justification for such
a direction?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN):
(a) and (b). No direction has heen
issued by Government to commercial
banks in this regard. However, a
consortium of banks constituted by
the Reserve Bank of India in April
1970, with the State Bank of India as
the leader, meets the credit require-
Ment of food procurement agencies,
including the imported food grains
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handled by the Food corporation of
India primarily because of the social
objective in regulating the price as
also distribution of the foodgrains,
which are essential commodity for
mass consumption.
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Proposal 10 open Civil Airpert st
Gorakhpur (UP.) 10 Air Traffic

6382. SHRI NARSINGH NARAIN
PANDEY: Will the Minister of TOUR-
ISM AND CIVILL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are consi-
dering a proposal for opening the civil
airport at Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh)
to air traffic by starting the flights
from Delhi to Bombay via Corakh-
pur; and

(b) if so, the broad outlines of the
proposal in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION (DR. KARAN
SINGH): (a) and (b). There is a
Defonce airfield at Gorakhpur and
the questions of starting air services
and constructing a civil enclave are
under active consideration. The rout-
ing of such services will be determin-
ed in relation to traffic flows, commer-
cial affimty, fleet availability, etc.
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