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(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d). It is the policy of the
Government to encourage the deve-
lopment of handicrafts including brass 
and bell metal industry. The All
India Handicrafts Board have been 
assisting the brass and bell metal in-
dustry in the country in diversifying
the line of productioi by evolving
new export oriented designs and 
making them available to the indus-
try through their four Regional
design Centres.

Artisans, Middlemen and Traders,
engaged in Brass and Bell Metal

Industry

6322. SHRI R P DAS: Will the 
Minister of COMMERCE be pleaded 
to state:

(a) the number of artisans, middle-
men and traders engaged in the 
Brass and Bell Metal Industry m 
West Bengal;

(b) whether Government are aware 
of the sad plight of the artisans m 
the State of West Bengal, if so, the 
rate of wage per artisans per day;
and

(c) the number of days m a month 
for which the artisans arc engaged 
on the production of Brass and Bell
metal wares?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
A, C. GEORGE): (a) There are about
20,000 artisans and 2 000 middlemen
and traders engaged in Brass and 
Bell Metal Industry m West Bengal.

(b) There is no peculiarity in the 
working conditions of the artisans in 
West Bengal. The rate of wage for
artisans per day varies from 2/-
to Rs. 5/- depending on the indivi-
dual skill and craftsmanship.

(c) At out 20 days in a month.
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