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Export of Indian Tea to Hard Curren-
oy Areas

6281. DR. H. P. SHARMA: Will the
Minister of COMMERCE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the exports of Indian
fea to hard-currency areas has been
on the decline during the past three
years;
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(¢) the réasons for this decline;
and

{d) the steps Government propose
to take to regain its lost position In
these markets?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
A. C. GEORGE): (a) and (b). Ex-
ports of tea to free currency areas
have been on decline during the past

(b) if s0, the comparative figures three years as per details given be-
for each of these years; low:—
(In th. kgs.)

Countries 1970 1971 1972
U.K. 96,619 70,234 575213
Ireland . 4,841 5,649 5:957
West Germany . 3,255 3.535 5,168
U.S.A. 7,116 9,046 7,070
Canada 3,280 3,845 2,883
Australia . 3,688 3,062 3,150
New Zealand 285 313 337
Other free-currency countries 12,833 16,688 26,509

Total under free~currency countries 131,917 112,372 108,287

(c) Some of the reasons for dec-~
ling in exports fo free currency are—

(i) pressure of buying in Indian
auctions by bi-lateral trade countries,
(i) pressure of rising domestic mar-
ket, (iii) increasing competition from
other producing countries particular-
ly Ceylon, African countries, Argen-
ting and Indonesia which can offer
teas at comparstively chesper prices.

() In order to boost tea trade to
free currency areas, Government have
inter-alio taken the following steps: —

(1) Abolition of export duty ob
tea with effect from Ist
March, 1970;

(2) Rebate of excise duty at the
point of export varying with
price with effect from 15th
April, 1970;

(8) Promotional activities by the
Tea Board's offices established
in London, New York, Brus-
sels, and Sydney to create
greater possibility for export

\ of Indian tea to various
traditional and new markets.

(4) Promotion of spectal packs
of Indian tea in selected
markets abroad with the
cooperation of the local blen-
ders/packers;
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(§) Advertisement through ap-
propriate media of publicity
in countries abroad;

(8) Participation in Trade Fairs
and exhibitions;

(7) Exchange visits of traders
and experts to promote the
interest of tea;

(8) Setting up of a Tea Trading
Corporation in the Public
Sector for export of packeted
ahd blended teas; and

(9) Participation in Generic
Promotion along with other
tea producing countries and
local tea trade in importing
countries to increase ccnsum-
ption of Tea ag a bevarage
vig-a=-t158 other soft drinks.

Development of Village Industriey in
Tripura

6282. SHR! DASARATHA DEB:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any survey was made
to find out prospects for developing
village industries in Tripura;

(b) if so, the outcome thereof; and

(¢) what are the industries pro-
posed to be developeq in the rural
areas of Tripura?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
A. C. GEORGE): (a) Yes Sir.

(b) Survey revealed scope for de-
veloping Handlooms, Forest based vil-
lage Industries, Frocessing of Cereals
ard pulses, Ghani Oil, Leather, Pot-
tery, Cottage Match, Gur and Khand-
sari, and Hand-made Paper Industri-
es,

(c) Khedi & Village Industries
» Commission
, activities from  1963-64.

- Khadi work is being carried on
, thrpe hlﬂtuﬂpu. , 170 improved ol
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ghanis were installed. 3255 beehiv-
es were distributed among 747 villag-
es. Seven Village Pottery Co-opera~
tive Societies and two Fibre Units
are functioning. In all, 54 co-opera-
tives of artisans were organised. An.
hual developmental programmesg for
Khadi & Village Industries are for-
mulated and implementeq through
Tripura State Khadi & Village In-
dustries Board and direcfly aided in-
stitutions.
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