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(b) if so, the steps being taken to 
ensure supply at the controlled rate? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a) and 
(b). The position in respect of Coal 
ant.! Steel is as follows: 

(i) Coal.-There is no statutory can­
torol on coal prices since July 196'i. 
Some trMeTS taking undue advantage 
of the shortage of coal supplies in 
some regions due to inadequate rail 
traClsport and temporary di1fteu1ties 
arising out of tlie recent take over of 
tIle managelJiellt of the n(JD..coking 
coal mines by the Government did in-
crease coal prices. Railways are mak­
ing efforts to imProve thl! wagon avail­
ability for ensuring increased COal 
sUpplies to the areas of shortage. 
Government are also t&kine stepS to 
bring down prices by creating dumps 
i:l major cities and distribution through 
State administrations. 

(ii) Steel-Mest of the steel pro­
duced is despatched to the actual con­
sumers at regulated prices and only a 
small percentage of steel ptociuetion is 
given to traeers for resale purpeee. 
There are three regulated sources ror 
supply of stee! material namely main 
Steel !Slants, Billet Re-roU&s and 
stocltyai'ds of ttle main producers 8ftd 
steel materials can be ohtained from 
these sources at unifortrt prices all 
over the cemrtry. 

Use of steel for any putpOse otller 
than that for which it is allotted or 
applied for is an offence. Action Is 
talfen wheneVer caSes CIt 1ed:"6ge of 
steel gl VE'Il for fttual use to the open 
market come to light. 

E.P.F. OU\!S from C~ 

Mil. SHl'tt ~. ~.ADEa: 
SmtI !t. M. MEM'tA: 

Will the Minister of LAMtJR AND 
lU:HABIL1TATlON be pleasea to 
state: 

(a) whether PrOvident FuM cOntri­
butions for nearly Rs. 20 crores have 

not beetr deposited with the autlibrities 
by a number of companies; lind 

(b) if so, the number of toose com-
panies' 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
ML'IIisTRY OF LABOUR AND ltE-
HABILITATiON (sHin G. vENKA'I'-
SWAMY): (a) and (b). The Provident 
Fmtd Authorities have reported that 
7685 un-exempted establishments (in­
clusive of Companies) have failed to 
dejK-sit the IttlWident fund rontnOu-
tions (inclUsive of past aecumulatiODil) 
to too tune of about l\s. 21.56 ct'01"es 
as on 3O-~197!. 
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