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.Food Supplies to Drought-affected

Areas of Maharashtra

1841. SHRI ANNASAHEB
GOTKHINDE:

taken to replenish the wheat stocks
from imports at the Bombay port and
by transporting wheat by rail from
Northern Region.

SHRI SHANKER RAO
SAVANT:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that the foodgrains supplieg to the
people in drought affected areas in
Maharashtra are much lower than
the normal quota;

(b) whether local availability in
Maharashtra, of wheat stocks by way
of discharges from the silos of Food
Corporation of India is becoming Li-
mited;

(c) whether the Maharashtra Gov-
ernment has apprised the Government
of India that the food supply position
in the State ig becoming critical; and

(d) what arrangements are being
made to rush immediately the neces-
sary supplies of wheat, rice and other
graing to that State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE):
(a),. (c) and (d). Due to drought,
Maharashtra Government have been
asking for large allocation of food-
grains from the Central Pool to meet
the increased demands of the State.
Keeping in view the overall availabi-
lity of foodgrains in the Central pool
and needs of other drought affected
and deficit States, reasonable require-
ments of Maharashtra State are being
met. High priority is being given to
the rail movement of rice, wheat and
coarse grains to Maharashtra from
the Northern Region. Arrangements
have also been made to fix ships carry-
ing wheat and milo from abroad at
Bombay port to feed Maharashtra.

(b) Due to limited availability of
wheat, the stocks in the Silos had gone
down. Steps have, however, been
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