” Written Answers

Funds for constraction of a bridge over
Damodar River in West Bengal

6051, Dr. RANEN SEN: Wil
the Mmister of SHIPPING AND TRANS-
PORT be pieased to state *

[a] whether West Bengal Government
had approached the Centre for funds to
constrct a bridge over Damodar River at
Sadarghat . and

{b] if so, the decision taken by Govern-
ment thereon ?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN.
TARY AFRFAIRS AND SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR):
(a) and (b). There has been no request from
the Government of West Bengal in the recent
past for any Central financial assistance for
the construction of the proposed bridge
over the river Damodar which falls on a
State road In 1967, however, the then
State Chief Minister came up with the fol-
lowing proposals :

(i) increase the State Plan ceiling
by Rs. 1 crore to accommodate this pro-
Ject ;

or

(i) provide necessary Central financial
assistance.

The question of accommodating this
work under the State Plan aas also been
considered during discussions on the State's
Annual Plans from time to time. However,
the State Government have not been able
to accommocdate this project in the State
plan nor has 1t been possible to accede to
the request referred to at 1] and [ii) above.
In order to facilitate the determination of
the precise priority of this project for in-
clusion in the 5th Five-Year Plan, a sugges-
tion has been made by the Planning Com-
mission for conducting an economic and
technical feasibility study. This aapect is
being taken up with the State Government.
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