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(b) if so. the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING, AND IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI
1. K. GUJRAL) (a) The news was cover in
the Tamil Bulletin at 7.15 A. M. on 10th
October, and also in the Tamil Bulletins on
9th October 1970.

(b) Does not arise.
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Loss to Standing Jute Crop in West
Bengal due to Floods

1548. SHRI TRIDIB KUMAR CHAU-
DHURI : Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) the estimated loss of standing jute
crop in West Bengal as a result of flood havoc
in the State this year; and

(b) whether the State Government has
asked for any increascd foodgrains assistance
in terms of rice and wheat to make good the
losses that are likely to arise ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) It has been estimated that an
area of 3,675 acres have been damaged due
to floods. The loss in production has been
assessed as 3,305 bales by the State Govern-
ment.

(b) The State Government have not asked
for any specific increase in foodgrains assis-
tance from the Centre to make good the
losses that are likely to arisc as a result of
the recent floods. They are attempting to
raise a second crop in the affected areas
wherever possible and hope to make good the
loss by producing rice and wheat in these
areas. In any case, Central Government will
continue to supply foodgrains to West Bengal
along with other deficit States on the basis
of the overall availability in the Central poo!l
and the relative needs of the different States.
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Gaps in Agriculture in use of Irrigation
Facilities Highlighted by National
Food Congress

1550. SHRI RAJ DEO SINGH : Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether the National Food Congress
has highlighted certain gaps in Agriculture in
the use of irrigation facilities; and

(bj the steps Government proposc to take
to remove the gaps highlighted by the Natio-
nal Food Congress ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) Yes.
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(b) The recommendations of the Congress
have already been circulated to the State
Governments and concerned agencies for
appropriate follow-up action.
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Preference to Local People for
Employ t by S

1552. SHRI R. K. BIRLA : Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND REHABILITA-
TION be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a
strong demand that preference should be given
to local population for jobs carrying upto
Rs. 500 per month:

(b) whether any formal demand has been
made by Statcs in the matter, if so, the names
of the States and the details of the demand;
and





