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Ab"Jitioa of Land Rev_ue on Uneconomic 
HoldiDgIi iD Valoa Territories 

1530. SHRI KEDAR NATH SINGH 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGR'-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) the details of the proposals for scrap· 
ping land revenue on uneconomic holdings of 
small farmers in different Union Territories; 
and 

(b) Government's reaction thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERA nON (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) and (b). Necessary infor-
mation is being collected and will be placed 
on the Table of the House. 

Scbeme for Conversion of Dry and 
Desert Land in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 

and Rajasthan into Fertile Land 

1531. SHRI KEDAR NATH SINGH: 
SHRI P. M. MEHTA: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have appointed 
a study team to go into the question of mak-
ing dry and desert lands in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar and Rajasthan fertile; and 

(b) whether this team has visited some 
foreign countries to study the methods em-
ployed for the purpose abroad, and if so, 
which countries have been visited by them 
and the details of any scheme drawn out for 
converting the said desert areas into fertile 
lands in the light of their study abroad? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) and (b). The question of 
formUlation and implementation of suitable 
schemes of lasting benefits in the arid and 
semi-arid areas in the country has been un-
der the:active consideration of the Govern-
ment of India for some time now. No 
special Study Team bas been appointed 
by the Goverament of India to go into 
the question of making dry and desert 
I.nds in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Rajas-
tban fertUe. 

2. The Indian Council of Agricultural 
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Research is, however, initiating a coordina-
ted Research Project for Dry Land Agricul-
ture at an estimated Cost of Rs. 147.50 lakhs 
for a period of four years. The study under 
the scheme will pay special attention to water, 
harvesting, efficient use of stored water in 
soil, breeding drought resistant or escaping 
varieties of Crops and agronomic practices 
'suitable for low soil moisture conditions. It 
will have 15 main Centres, eight Sub-Centres 
representing different agro-climatic and soil 
conditions in India. In addition. a special 
Centre for undertaking fundamental studies 
on Plant Physiology as related to Dry Farm-
ing is provided under the scheme. 

3. A scheme for Integrated Dry Land 
Agricultural Development has also been 
sanctioned for implementation during the 
Fourth Plan period. The total number of 
projects during the Fourth Plan period will 
be 24, but 9 projects being taken up during 
1970-71 in Andhra Pradesh. Gujarat, Haryana, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra. Mysore, 
Rajasthan. Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. 
Th esc pilot projects will be located around 
main or subresearch cen!res of the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research and will 
serve as Demonstration-cum-training projects. 

4. So far as desert areas in Rajasthan, 
Gujarat and Haryana are concer ned, pilot 
projects are also being taken up for their 
dovelopment on a long term basis, by under-
taking works of soil conservation. minor 
irrigation. afforestation. pasture development. 
etc. The approach is to take lip speCified 
items of work, depending on the suitability 
of the area selected in compact and well 
defined arc as. Schemes costing Rs. 115.70 
I.khs have already been sanctioned in these 
three States. 

5. A non-plan scheme with the objective 
of organising schemes of a long-term produc-
tive nature and also to provide remunerative 
work to rural labour in chronically drought 
affected areas so that emergent scarcity relief 
works arc aVOided after some years is being 
undertak.en in the remaining four year; of 
the Fourth Five Year Plan at a co;t of Rs. 
100.00 crores, 53 districts in )2 States inclu-
ding Uttar Pradesh. Bihar and Raja<;;than have 
been selected for implementation of this 
programme. A budg~t provision of Rs. 25,00 

crores has been made for the current finanCial 
year for this programme. 

Buffer Stock of F oodgrains 

1532. SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR: 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state the total quan-
tity of buffer stock of foodgrains created so 
far in this country? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SH(NDE) : The total physical stocks of food-
grains both with the Central and State 
Governments at the end of October. 1970 
were about 4'5 million tonnes. Of these. 
abOut 3 million tonnes might be considered 
as buffer stock. 

1m:m I!m1 f;rl'(~ $ 1!m1l'"'if IliT :m:T 
<f"fl iR:iI1iT !Iii ~ 

1533. ~ ro ,,"(Of T<' : 'fllT I!m1 

<f"fl "If"liaT ~;rnf.t 'liT ~ m f'li : 

('Ii) 11CI;rnr 'lfrnl'Tlf limI fiJiJlI' it; 
~ '1fT 'ff~ CNT ~iT '1fT ~err 
'fllT ~; 

(19) f'liif.1 alffifCfll'T it; f'ffii' ~ 
'liT IJ{ ~CI.:rr~ f'liif.1 ~ ~ fur.:r'!iT;;rpq 
'liu~m ~T~; 

( IT) I1CI '!'hrrit ~ mit if f'IiCI'fT ilTiIr.! 
;;rl~ ITlfT iIT'I'ln if'OO'i ~; am: 

(!f) 'IT':ClTlf limI f.J1JlI' if ~ fif;cr.t 
m1<:T ~ fm f'ffii' amt<r \'J1Trlt I'('it 
~ aih: ~'liT ;;rr;;r 'liu'{ m ~~ ~ ? 

'flU, IItfit. ~~ m;m <m 
«~ lt~l,,", if mlI-ltwT (I5rT ~if 
fu~) : ('Ii) ij- ("f). $Iro1'Tlf limI f;prq' ij-

~ l1;lfifaCi 'liT m ~~T ~ iIT'h: m:rrcrc.r 
'RW~~ITTI 

o 




