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Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL
TRADE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS
be pleased to state :

(a) whether there was a sudden rise
in the prices of foodgrains, sugar and
other essential commodities of life after
the announcement of the budget ; and

(b) if 50, the steps taken by Govern-
ment tgo, check that rise ?

THE *MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL
TRADE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS
(SHR1 F. A, AHMED) : (a) A state-
ment showing index number of whole-
sale prices in respect of essential com-
modities of mass -consumption for the
weeks ending 7-2-70 to 14-3-70 is atta-
ched. A perusal of the statement will
show that there has nof been any sud-
den rise in the prices of foodgrains and
other essential commodities after the
announcement of the Budget.

(b) In order to arrest any undue
rise in the prices of essential commo-
dities, various measures are taken, such
as i—

(i) sustained efforts to accelerate
production of agricultural as
well as industrial commodities
to meet the demand ;
organisation of public distri-
bution system for commodities
of mass consumption like
foodgrains, sugar and milk ;

imposition of price controls,
statutorily as in the case of
vanaspati or informally as in
case of and tubes,
matches, dry cells, soap etc.;

fair and equitable distribution
of essential commodities
through regulatory controls
under the Essential Commo-
dities Act, 1955 ;

(v) availability of essentia] com-
modities through cooperative
channels; like Super Bazars,
Consumer Cooperative  Stores
etc.; and

curbing excess demand
through fiscal and monetary
licies, such as, tightening of
ank advances in order to
arrest speculative increases in
prices.

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(vi)
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Statement
Index numbers of wholesale prices of essential commeodities
{Base 1961-62=100)
1S\i Commedities 7-2-70 14-2-70 21-2-70 2B-2-70 7-3-70  14-3-70
o.
1 Foodgrains . 210.6 =210.3 =209.B =210.3 =2I12.9 =214.B
2 Sugar . . . . 157.8 157.8 157.8 157.8 153.8 153.8
g Edible Qils . . . 2101 212.8 =214.5 216.6 222.5 217.4
4 Milk . . f + 198.8 =200.5 202.2 200.5 211.3 210.6
5 Drugs & Medicines 129.6 129.6 129.6 129.6 129.6 129.6
6 Kerosene Oil . . I71.5 171.5 171.5 171.5 178.6 178.6
7 Diesel Oil ., . 122.8 i22.8 128 1228 122.8 122.8
8 Textiles 139.6  139.9 140.3 140.5 140.5 140.5
9 Soaps . 136.6 136.6 136.6 136.6 136.6 136.6
10 Matches 114.1  114.1  114.1  1i4.T 114.1  114.1
11 Paper Products 120.4 120.4 120.4 120.4 120.4 120.4
12 Rubber Tyres & Tubes . 160.5 160.5 160o.5 160.5 160.5 16o.5
13 Soda Ash 139-3  139.3  139.4 139.4 1427 142.2
14 Leather Shoes Q2.1 92.1 92.1. gz2.1 92.1 02.1
15 Aluminium Utensils 136.0 136.0 136.0 136.0 141.6 141.6
16 Cycles . 115.3 115.3 115.2 115.3 115.3 115.2
17 Lamps & Lanterns 150.1 150.1 150.1 150.1 150.1 150.1
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