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() whether it is a matier of policy of
the A.LR. to broadcast and highlight the
caste, particularly the subcaste, to which
Gandbiji belonged ;

(b) the number of Hindi features
broadcast during the Gandhi Centenary
which have mentioned the details of
Gandhiji's sub-caste ; and

(c) whether the mentioning of sub-
caste of Mahatma Gandhi does not amount
to propagating casteism at the time when
even the census reports have ceased to
carry the mention of caste ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING, AND IN THB
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI LK. GUJRAL) : (a) No, Sir,
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limination of Intermediaries la Food Trade

" 1706, SHR1 HIMATSINGKA : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
be ploase to state :

(s) whetbes middlemen -azc eliminated

PHALGUNA 14, 1891 (S4KA)
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in the procuremet of foodgrains by Govern-
ment agencies ;

(b) whether elimination of middlemen
would involve provision of other credit
advancing institutions; and

(c) if so, the steps proposed to be
taken in the matter?

THE MINSTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE. (a) : It is the policy of the Go-
vernment to reduce the number of interme-
diaries and purchasc foodgrains directly
from the producer as far as possible. The
Food Corporation of India and the
agencies of the State Governments are
procuring directly from the producers wher-
ever possible and through agents where
necessary. In the selection of ageocies, the
co-operatives are given preference wherever
they are in a position to undertake this
work.

(b) Adequate credit is already being
provided to the procuring agencies.

(c) Does not arise.
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