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Manufacture of Household Utensils

181. SHRI RANE: Will the Minister
of INDUSTRIAL DEVEI.OPMENT
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether jt is a fact that the
prices of brass and coper household
utensils have touched Rs. 15 to 20 per
ki'o and whether these price: are 300
per cent higher as compaigd to the
prices prevailing in 1963-64;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
these prices have gone up an account
of less import of brass and copper and
heavy excise duty on these metals; and

(c) if so, the steps taken hy Govern-
ment to make these houserold utensils
available at lower prices in the near
future?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY
AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A, AHMED): (a)
to (c¢). Facts are being ascertained and
a statement will be laid on the Table
of the House.

Cotton Production

182. SHRI RANE: Will the Minister
of COMMERCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether any estimate for the
production of cotton during 1967-68
has been made;

(b) if so, the variation between the
previous estimate and the recent one;
and .

(c) whether it is also a fact that
prices of cotton have gone down oOD
account of the curbs of credit to tra-
ders by the banks?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a)
and (b). No official estimate has yet
been mrade of the Indian cotton crop
for the current year 1967-68. The
general expection, however, is that it
would be about 20 per cent over the
last year’s figure,

(c) No, Sir. The decline in prices of
cotton of late, is essentially due to
larger arrivals of cotton into the
market.

Rallway Orders to Engineering Firms
183. DR. RANEN: SEN: Will  the

Minister of Railways be pleased to-
state:

(a) whether Government's atten-
tion has been drawn to the state-
ment of Shri Hada, President, Engi-
neering Association of India, Cal-
cutta refuting his statement that
there has been no cut in the Rail-
way orders on engineering firms; and’

(b) it so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA): (a) Yes.

(b) The Railways have done their
best to help the industry and will
continue to do so, having due regard.
to their own requirements and the
industry’s actual performance. For
example, while the industry had a
backlog of 105755 wagons in terms
of 4-wheelers on 1-4-1967, orders for
production of 163205 wagons in
terms of 4-wheelers during 1967-68
were placed on them, totalling 26896
4-wheelers, As against this, the
actual delivery during the first 10
months (i.e. upto January, 1968) is
11653 wagons in terms of 4-wheel-
ers. The backlog of orders with the
industry expected on 31-3-1968 will
be more than 12000 wagons ir terms
of 4-wheelers, while the Railways, as
against their own estimated require-
ments of 10,000 wagons in terms of
4-wheelers, have placed orders for
16,000 wagons in terms of 4-wheel-
ers for the period 1968-69, in order

to keep the industry adequately
engaged.
Public Undertakings in Andhra Pra-

desh
185. SHRI M, N. REDDY: Will the
Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:
(a) the total number and places of
location of public sector undertak-

(b) the pumber and names of the
industrial undertakings in Andhra
Pradesh under the management of
Birlaa?



-

237

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND COMFPANY

AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED): (a)
and (b).

Table of the House in due course.
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