up a panel to suggest ways and means for
improving the railways; -

(b) i 50, whether this panel has recom-
_ mended privatisation of several railway
sectors,

(c)lso.modotailsdmenebmmenda-
tions made by the panel; .

~{d) the number of recommendations
. pxanined by the Govemmont'

(e) the stepstaken to implement these
reeommendm

(f)thesegmelnswhiehhavebeenalot-
" ted/proposed to be allotted to private sector
and details of proposals received in this
regard; and

: (g) the number of employees likely to be

rendered surplus as a result thereof and
whetherthose employees wouid be absorbed
in other segments of operations?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MAL-
LIKARJUN): (a) No panel has been set upto
suggest ways and means for improving the
railways.

(b) Railway transport is reserved for the
public sector in the new industrial policy of
the Government. An intemal committee of
Advisers in the Railway Board has been
constituted to examine areas of possible
privatisation of railway activities within this
policy framework. The Committee has not
yet submitted its report.

(c) to {e). Do not arise.

(g) No employee will be retrenched.
My Rate of Cancer Patients

1093. SHRI VWAY NAVAL PATIL:Will
the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state: - -
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(a) whether the recovery rate of cancer
patients in the country is lower than that of

* the rate in advanced countries;

(b) if s0 the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps-taken or proposed to be
taken to provide medicines at bwereostto
the poor cancer patients?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY GF HEALTH AND FAMILY

« WELFARE (SHRIMATI D.K. THARADEVI
" SIDDHARTHA): (a) and (b). There is no

reliable data to indicate that the recovery
rate of cancer patients in India is lower than
that of the rate in advanced countries.
However, a large number of cancer patients
in this country come for treatment at an
advanced stage of the disease when no
meaningful treatment is possible. There-
fore, in the National Cancer Control Pro-
gramme a much greater emphasis is now
being given on prevention and early detec-
tion of cancer.

{c) In Government Hospitals treatment
is provided to cancer patients either free or at
a subsidised cost depending on the financial
status of the patients.

New Coaches for ‘Palace on Wheels’

1094. SHRiI GIRDHARI LAL BHAR-
GAVA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a)whether the Union Government have
asked the Govemment of Rajasthan to pay
its share for manutacturing of new coaches
for the ‘Palace on Wheels’;

(b) if so, the details and the out come
thereof;

{c) the cther steps being taken by the
Government for manufacturing new coaches
for this train;

(d) whether the number of passengers
travelling in the train is decreasing; and
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(o) if s0, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MAL-
LIKARJUN): (a) and (b). Rajasthan Tourism
Development Corporation as wellas Depart-
ment of Tourism, Government of India, were
requested to share the investment. Neither
ofthem has agreed to make any investment.

(¢) The new air-conditioned rake has
since been tabricated and put into operation
from October 1991.

~ (d) and (e). The percentage occupancy
Pduring the last four years has been as un-
der—

Year Percentage
occupancy
11987-88 75.1
1888-89 93.4
1989-90 95.06
1990-91 80.10

The decline in tourist traffic in 1990-91
has.been largely due to global crisis like Gulf
War, disturted conditions in the country, etc.

Assistance to T.B. Hospital In Jalpur

1095. SHRI GIRDHARI LAL BHAR-
GAVA: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government propose to
provide financial assistance to the T.B.
hospnalanapurfordlggmgofwollsand
lmproving environment;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRIM. L. FOTEDAR):
{a) to (c). There is no provision for cash
financial assistance under the National
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Tuberculosis Control Progmnmo

Only
drugs material and

ents are supplied

. to States/Union Territories and voluntary

organisations under the Programme as per
Expansion of Jalsaimer Station
1096. SHRI GIRDHARI LAL BHAR-
GAVA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government propose to

-expand the Jaisalmer Station and convert

the metre gauge line into broad gauge link-
ing it with other routes; and

(b) i so, the details of the schemes
prepared in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALIKARJUN): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The conversion of this mutofmm
MG to BG is included in the action plan, for
being taken up in the VIl Five Year Plan.

[Transiation]

Theft of Raliway Property at Tundis
Junction

1097. SHRI SURESHANAND SWAMI:
Willthe Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether thefts of railway property
worth lakhs of rupees are being committed,
frequently at Tundla Junction;

(b) whether any inquiry has been con-
ducted in this regtd.
" (c) whether Railway Security Force
Personnel have also been found involved in
such cases; and

. (d) if so, the details thereof alongwith
the action taken against those found gquilty?



