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Iron and Steel Controller of State by Joint
Plant Committee and how many of them
have been rejected; and

(d) the reasons for their rejection and the
number of those which are still pending for
the last several months? 1

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL, MINES AND
METALS (SHRI P. C. SETHI) : (a) Joint
Plant Committee has made statewise alloca-
tions under different heads such as small-
scale industry, agricultural and State pooled
quotas. Indents supported by the recom-
mendations of the appropriate authority of
the State Government are planned by the
Joint Plant Committee.

(b) The Iron and Steel Controller is
not concerned with such indents. However,
he happens to be the Chairman of the
Joint Plant Committee. He is also the
Secretary of the Steel Priority Committee,
which allocates priority for supplies of
scarce categories.

(c) and (d). All indents which conformed
to the procedure indicated above were
planned by the Joint Plant Committee.
No indent for scarce categories is pending
with the Joint Plant Committee.
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EXPORT OF FERROUS SCRAP

5366. SHRI P. C. ADICHAN : Will the
Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the export
of ferrous scrap has declined inthe past
one year;

(b) if so, the extent thereof;

(c) the reasons therefor; and

(d) the steps taken to step up the export
of ferrous scrap?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI) : (a) No,
Sir.

(b) to (d). Does not arise.

CopPer DEpPoOSITS FOUND IN
ASsAM
5567. SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA :
Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES
AND METALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether new copper deposits have
been found in Assam;

(b) if so, the estimated potential of the
deposits; and

(c) the steps taken to exploite them?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL, MINES
AND METALS (DR. CHANNA RED-
DY) : (a) to (c). Copper mineralisation is
found near Umpyrtha in the United Khasi
and Jaintia Hills district. Preliminary sur-
face examination by large scale mapping
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and pitting and trenching indicate that the
zone is at least 1200 metres long and 5 metres
wide with indications of extensions in
depth. The Geological Survey of India has
taken up the occurrence for detailed investi-
gation by drilling.
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