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THE MlNISTBR OF STBEL, MINES 
AND METALS (DR. CHANNA REDDY) : 
(a) to (d). Presumably the HOIl. Member 
is rdeninl to the idea of having an arraDJC-
ment by which a truly representativo Union 
of Workers could be recolnised in each 
Plant as the sole barpininl apDt em-
powered to negotiate collective and ac-
neraJ issues with the Management and 
the establishment of a machinery of Joint 
Standing Committees for securing settle-
ment of industrial disputes by Delotiat-
ti ons, conciliation etc. If so, a proposal 
to this effect has been mooted aDd some 
exploratory and preliminary discussions 
have been held recently with some of the 
concerned Trade Unions. 

Iou CAPACITY IN STRUCTURAL 
STEEL FABRICATION lNDUSBY 

5485. DR. RANEN SEN : Will the 
Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that a consi-
derable portion of the capacity in struc-
tural steel fabrication industry is remaining 
idle; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and 
(c) tbe steps taken to ensure the maxi-

mum utilisation of the existing capacity 
in the industry ? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY AF· 
FAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED) : (a) and 
(c). Attention is invited to tbe reply given 
to Starred QUestion No. 841 in the Lok 
Sabba on the 30th June, 1967. 

(b) The Enlineerinl industries in acneral 
arc facing the problem of under utilisation 
of capacity and this is reflected in the 
Structural Steel Fabrication industry also. 

lou IRON FOUNDRY CAPACITY 

5486. DR. RANEN SEN: Will the 
Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be 
pIcased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that a Iarae por-
lion of the iron foundry capacity is remain-
inl idle in tho eastern region; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(e) the steps taken to ensuro tho mu.i-
mum utilisation of tho existilll capacity 
in tho iron foundry industry in tbe eastern 
rcaion ? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY AF-
FAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED) : (a) Yes, 
Sir. 

(b) Majority of the iron foundries situat-
ed in the Eastern Region of the countrY 
and registered with DGTD are primarily 
enpacd in the manufacture of Cast Iron 
Components for the manufacture of Track 
Fittings such as Cast Iron Sleepers. These 
foundries are not getting sufficient orders 
to keep their capacity engaaed owing to 
drastic curtailment by the Railways in 
their track development prOlTamme using 
track materials like east Iron Sleepers. 

(c) As scope for diversification of these 
sleeper manufacturing units to manufacture 
other items is limited, the utilisation of 
existinl capacity is only possible if the 
Ministry of Railways intensify their Irack 
development programme 8S fllr as 
possible. 
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