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STERLING BALANCES 

4345. SHRI YAJNA DATI SHARMA: 
will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased 
10 state: 

(a) the position of the sterling balances 
of India at the end of June, 1966: and 

(b) the steps taken by Government to 
improve this position? 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI) : (a) and (b). India's 
foreign exchange reserves (excluding gold) 
amounted to Rs. 398.65 crores as at the 
end of June. 1966. Steps are being taken 
ooatinuously to improve the foreilD ex· 
cblUlge position by increasing export eana· 
jnss. reducing dependance on imports and 
securing aid from friendly countries. 
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INCIDENCE OF NUTRITIONAL ANAEMIA AND 
SHORTAGE OF BLOOD BANKS 

4347. SHRI M. L. SONDHI: 
SHRI MARANDI : 

Will the Minister of HEALTH. FAMILY 
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to state: 

(a) wbether it is a fact tbat India has 
the bighest incidence of nutritional anaemia 
in the world as disclc.scd by the Asian and 
Pacific Society of Hacmatology and in iOIDC 
rural areas about 95 per cent of the popula-
tion suffered from nutritional anaemia: 

(b) wbether the problem bad assumed 
seriousness after the Independence because 
of tbe rapid increase in population and fall 
in nutritional standards; 

(c) whether it bas also been stated that 
due to Ihe sbortage of blood banks. treat-
ment of haemorrhagic disorders was not 
being done properly; and 
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(d) if so, the steps Government propose 
to take to improve availability of cheap 
nlltrltious diet to the poor and increase 
blood banks ? 

mE DEPlJIY MINISTER IN THE 
MINlSTRY OF HBALTII, FAMILY 
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI B. S. MURTHY) : (a) The 
observation of the Asian and Pacific Society 
of Haematology (a non-official body) have 
JIOt come to the notice of the Government. 

Nutritional anaemia among young chil-
dren in the conntry is estimated at 60% 
,Dd among expectant mothers at 50%. No 
"vidence is available to show that it is the 
ltIoest in the world. 

(b) The incidence of nutritional anaemia 
has not shown any serious increase since 
Independence. 

(c) To the maximum extent possible each 
case of haemorrhage or haemorrhagic dis-
orders is being give::! blOOd by the blood 
banks. 

(d) The following measures are being 
adopted to combat malnutrition in the 
country :-

(I) Supplementary feeding is provided 
through the following programmes which 
are run with the aid of various agencies: 

(a) Feeding under the Applied Nutri· 
tion Programme; 

(b) Feeding through Balwadis; 
(c) CARE feeding progr'JIIlIlle; and 
(d) UNICEF milk feeding pro· 

Iramme. 

(2) Imparting nutrition education to the 
mOthers to enable them to utilise commonly 
available cheap food for providing nutri-
tious diet to their cbildren. 

(3) Treatment of early cases of mal-
Rutrition throu~h Maternity and Child 
Health Centres. 

(4) The Department of Food have taken 
steps to combat protein mal-nutrition 
among the children and other vulnerable 
groups by starting projects for the manufac-
ture of high protein food such as 'BALA-
MAR'. MULTIPURPOSE FOOD; WEAN-
ING FOOD, etc. 

More blood banks and blood donation 
centres are proposed to be started in selec-

ted places in a phased manner in the com-
ine years. 

SCARCITI' OF WATElt IN Dum 

4348. SHRI M. L. SONDHI: Will the 
Minister of HEALTII, FAMILY PLAN-
NING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the resident~ 
of Delhi. have to face scarcity of water on 
account of frequent cutting of water supply 
to the various colonies; 

(b) if so, the total number of such cuts 
resorted to during the last two fimmcial 
years and for how many hours and the 
names of the colonies affected: 

(c) the reasons therefor: and 

(d) the steps proposed to be taken to 
avoid such recurrences in future? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, FAMILY 
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI B. S. MURTHY): (a) to 
(d). The required information is being 
collected from the Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration and the New Delhi Municipal Com-
mittee and will be laid on the Table of 
the Sabha as soon as received. 

GENERAL PROVIDENT FUND 

4349. SHRI M. L. SONDHI: Will the 
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state: 

(a) the total amount contributed by the 
Central Government employees to the Gene-
ral Provident Fund during the period from 
April, 1965 to March, 1966: and 

(b) the total amount withdrawn as IOaJI 
by the employees during the above period ? 

THE DEPlJIY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): (a) The total 
amonnt, credited to the General Provident 
Fund from April, 1965 to March, 1966 
was Rs. 29.54 crores (including interest of 
Rs. 4.28 crores). 

(b) the information is being collected 
and will be laid on the Table of the House 
as soon as available. 




