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SSZ8. Shri Ram Goptl gbdwale:
Shri Tsahpol Stawh:
Shri KamMhwur Siagh:
Shri Madhu U m je :
Dr. Kanri Singh:

Will the Minister of Commerce be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether he has studied the im­
pact of the closure of Suez Canal on 
the Indian trede;

(b) if so, what it will be; and

(c) what measures are intended to 
minimise its adverse effect?

The Minister of Co m u n c  (Shri 
Dinesh Singh): (a) to (c). For about 
70 per cent of our exports and 80 per 
cent of imports in terms o f value, 
Suez Canal is the shortest route. 
Closure of Suez Canal has necessitat­
ed adoption of the longer route via the 
Cape of Good Hope resulting in 
longer transit time and increase in 
the freight charges. It is rather early 
to assess the effect of this and the 
position is being watched at present.
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