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attend various meeting* in connection 
with Tea Trade in hii capacity as 
Chairman of the Tea Board.

The Chairman's visits to Delhi and 
other places were undertaken in the 
performance of his official duties. Such 
visits facilitate expeditious considera­
tion and action on various important 
matters connected with the Tea 
Industry.

Tlcketlese Travel
3513. Shri Jyotirmoy Baso:

Shri X . Haidar:
Shri C. IK. Chakrapani:
Shri E. K. Nayaaar;
Shri B b u a h u  Das:

Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a) the comparative figures of 
ticketless travel during the last five 
years;

(b) whether there is any proposal
to recruit suffi;i=:U numbc:- of check­
ing staff; /

(c) if so, the details thereof;
(d) whether any special incentive 

will be given to checking staff; and
(e) if so. the details thereof?
Hie Mlnfatw of Railways (Shri 

C. M. Foonacha): (a) The compara­
tive figures of ticketless passengers 
detected during the last live years are 
as follow:

1882-63 1963-64 1964-63
80,63743 90,06051 63,84,525

1065-66 1966-67
65,46,482 68,81,113.

(b) and (c). Ticket checking staff 
on Railways is adequate and there is 
no proposal to recruit additional staff.

•The figures of ticketless travellers 
include only those cases where the 
passengers are charged higher penalty. 
The Northern aad North Eastern Hall­
ways, who were previously Including 
lower penalty and other cases also 
have, since the year 1*64-66, ewludad 
sueh cases:

(d) and <e). Cash awards and com* 
mendation certificates are already 
being awarded to ticket checking staff 
doing meritorious work.

Small Scale Industries In ILF.

3514. Shri G. S. Mtshra: w ill the
Minister of Industrial Development 
and Company Affairs be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that in spite 
of the decontrol of steel and cement, 
the essential raw materials in the form 
of steel, cement and tin is not easily 
available to small scale industries;

(b) how many industries are threa­
tened with closure due to difficulty 
in procurement of raw materials to 
run the industries; and

(c) the steps taken to improve the 
position?

The Minister of Industrial Deve­
lopment and Company Affairs (Shri 
F. A. Ahmed): (a) to (c). The infor­
mation is being collected and will be 
laid on the Table of the House.
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I m  Gardena ia Assam
SS18. Shri B. N. Shastri: Will the

Minister of Commerce be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government propose 
to constitute a Corporation for run­
ning the un-cconomic tea gardens in 
Assam which are closed or are going 
to be closed shortly; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?
The Minister of Commerce (Shri 

Dineah Singh): (a) No, Sir.
(b) Does not arise.

Railway Lands

S517. Shri B. N. Shastri:
Shri Swraj Bhan:

Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a) the total acres of arable land 
under the Indian Railways;

(b) the percentage of that land 
leased out for cultivation in terms of 
acreage;

(c) the amount the Railway Autho­
rities received as revenue or rent from 
the lessees during the year 1963-M; 
m d

(d) whether Railways propose to 
organise a farming squad to grow food 
on the land thus available?

Th* — -«■*— at b B « i n  (Bbri 
CL M. VlMHMta): <a) Approximately 
MjMB MOM.

(b ) Approximately 40,000 acres, 
which im t a  out to 91 per cent.

(c) Rs. 4.07 lakhs.

(d) No. However, the Zonal Rail­
ways have been asked to permit the 
owners of adjoining fields, in the case 
of land between stations and the rail­
way employees in the case of land 
within station limits, to cultivate the 
surplus Railway land, free of charge 
upto June 1968.

B.G. Line from Siliguri to JOgighops

3SI8. Shri B. N. Shastri: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether the construction of the 
Broad Gauge line from Siliguri to 
Jogighopa on the North-East Frontier 
Railway has been completed;

(b) if so, when the line will be 
thrown open for running passenger 
trains; and

(c) whether it is proposed to ply a 
Railway ferry from Jogighopa to 
Pancaratna over the Brahmaputra?

The Minister of Railways (Shri
C. M. Poonacha): (a) and (b>. The 
Siliguri-Jogighopa new B.G. line has 
already been completed and opened 
for passenger traffic from 1st January, 
1966.

(c) There is no such proposal.
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