
4997  irrttfM Arutoer* JYAISTHA 22, iSBt (SAKA)  Written Answer/ 4338

Fra»wl to M m   Tsjdwnh  km 
with rakJatea

2156. Sbri Bam Bartw:
Shil Nath Pal:
Shri Sarendranath Dwiveiy: 
Shrl Vishwa Nath Pander: 
Shri Onkar Lai Berwa:
Shrl Onkar Siivh:
Shrl Indar J. Malhotra:
Shri O. P. Tjragi:

Will  the  Minister  of External 
Affairs be pleased to «tate:

(a) whether it is a fact that recent
ly Government have proposed to dis
cuss Kashmir issue  with  Pakistan 
without any pre-conditions or  pre- 
commitments;

(b) if so, whether it is also a fact 
that this is against the basic  stand 
su far taken by Government on the 
Kashmir question; and

(c) if not, the  special considera
tions on account ol which this new 
overture has been made?

The Minister of External  Affairs 
(Shri M. C. Chagla): (a) In my letter 
dated May 6, 1967 to the Foreign Min
ister of Pakistan, I stated the follow
ing:

"The Government of India have 
.stated previously many times both 
in Parliament and outside  that 
we are, without any pre-conditions 
or pre-commitments  on  either 
side, ready to discuss all questions 
between India and Pakistan, In
cluding the Kashmir question, at 
any time and at any place mutual
ly convenient to the Governments 
of India and Pakistan. We firmly 
adhere to that position and wish 
to reiterate that we are ready to 
enter into discussions with your 
representatives on all matters.”

(b)  and (c). The position that the 
Government of India are willing to 
discuss all qeustions between  India 
and g«fci«t»n Idudig the  Kashmir

question, hat been stated time  and 
again in Parliament as well as in the 
United Nations. This does not, how
ever, mean that there is any change in 
India’s  basic  position  concerning 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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