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considered a satisfactory performance.
It is not a fact that the Batteries of
the Coke Oven Complex were found
defective immediately after commis-
sioning.

(b) Does not arise.

(c¢) It is not correct that the layout
and workmanship 5f Durgapur Steel
Plant was defective.

(d) Does not arlse.
Expansion of Steel Plants

8877. Shri R. K. Amin:
Shri C. Muthusami:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines
and Metals be pleased to stale:
(a) whether in the light of Pande

Committee’s Report Governmeat pro-
pose to postpone the further expan-
sfon of iron and zteel industry all
over the country for the time being;

(b) what immediate action has been
taken to improve the management in
all public sector projects; and

(c) whether the systemn of giving
orders to foreign flims has been
throughly examined with a view to
ensure that nothing similar to Durga-
pur might happen again?

The Minister of 3teel, Miues and
Metals (Dr. Chenna Reddy): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) The Parliamentary Committee
on Public Undertakings have made
various recommen:ations in their
Thirteenth Report on the ‘Management
of Public Undertakings’, with a view
to ensuring better planning of Public
Sector Projects. These recommenda-
tlons are at present under considera-
tlon of Government. The working of
the Public -enterprises is also constant-
ly reviewed and efforts mede to im-
prove their performances. The steps
contemplated in cunnection with
Durgapur managemeni have already
been brought to the notice of {he
House. ’

{c) rhe Pande Committee's repurt
has not pointed out any meed for re-
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view of the systemn of giving orders to
foreign firms. It might however be
that with the development of indigen-
ous capacity for masgufacture of steel
making plant and equipment, the
need to order equipment from
abroad will go down considerably,
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Pande Committee Report ou Durgapur
Stieel Plant

8878. Shri R. K. Amin:
Shri C. Muthusami:

Will the Minister of Steel. Mines and
Metals be pleased to state:

(a) whether the defects and short-
comings pointed out in pera 10.20 on
page 29 of the Pande Committee Re-
purt were deliberate on the part of
Engineers who designed the eniire in-
tegrated plant;

(b) if so, the action taken by Gov-
ernment against the persons respon-
sible therefor;

(c) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the action Government propose
to take to remove these shortcomings?

The Minister of Steel, Mines and
Metals (Dr. Chenna Reddy): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

(d) The proposal to increase the
number of soaking pits by four has
been approved and action to instal
them is in hand. The question of ins-
tallation of reheating furnace before
the 32 inch mill required to facilitate
production of speclal steels is under
consideration.
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