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ever, information as readily avallable 
with Government will be placed on 
the Table of the House. 

Pande Committee Report on Durj,"8pul 
Steel Plant 

8874. Shri G. S. Mishra: Will the 
Minister of Steel, Mines and Metals 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Shri G. Pande, who 
headed the enquiry Committee on 
DUl'g8'pur Steel Plant, was S~0 '1  

with the management .,f this plant; 

(b) if so, his term of s~ i  antI 
the capacity in which he has worked; 

(c) the grounds on wh:ch he was 
asked to enquire into the affairs of 
Durgapur Steel Plant; 

(d) whether he possessed arlequate 
knowledge of steel technology and 
production management; and 

(e) if so, his academic qualification 'j 
and experience in this regard? 

The Minister of Steel, Mines and 
Metals (Dr. Chenna lteddy): (a) to 
(e). Shri G. Pande retired from GIIV-
ernment service as Chairman, Rall-
way Board· He was associated with 
the Steel Plants under HSL in the 
capacity of Deputy Chairm'ln of the 
Company for the period from 21st 
August, 1957 to 13th APril, 1958 and 
later as Chairman of the Company 
for the period from 14th April, Hi58 
to 15th October, 1960. He had been 
requested by Government to under-
take this enquiry on account of his 
long experience of technical and ad-
ministrative problems in the Rail-
ways and the Steel Plants. 

PlantaUons owned by Foreign 
Companies 

88i5. Shrl Shlva Chandra lha: Will 
the MInister of Commerce be pieas-
ed to state: 

(a) the number of !oreign companieD 
that are running tea, -:-?troee pDd rubber 
plantationl; 

(b) the total acreage of the planta 
tions under their control lind the per-
centage of this acreage to the total 
acreage under such plantations; 

(c) the amount of yrJilt made by 
them per annum before an 1 alter 
taxation; 

(d) how much of that profit they 
remit out of India and how much tht:y 
plough back in their r lantatlon enter-
prise; 

(e) whether Government propose to 
nationalize those plantations; and 

(f) if so. when and if not, the rea-
sons therefor? 

The Minister of Commerce (Shri 
Dinesh Singh): (a) to (d). T:le in-
formation is being collected and wlll 
be laid on the Table of the House_ 

(e) and (f). Government have not 
felt it necessary to consid'!r the ques-
.; rm of na tional1zing them_ 

Coke Oven Complex of Our,apur 
Steel Plant 

8876. Shri R.I[. Amin: 
Shrl C_ Muthllsami: 

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines 
and Metals be pleased to state: 

(a) whEther it is a fact that the 
blast furn ace o! Durgapur Steel Plant 
was blow I off on the 9th September, 
1966 and the batteries of Coke Oven 
Complex were found rldectlve imme-
diately aj tel' commissioninl them; 

(b) if !IO, whether Government sus-
pect any rleliberate attempt on the part 
of the BI iUsh Contrae!ors to alve us 
the fault) plant; 

(c) whEther Government have made 
any enquiry regardin, the defective 
layout and workmanship of DurlBpur 
Steel Plant; and 

(d) if S;), the details thereat? 

The MiDJRer of Steel, Mh'es IIDd 
Metals (Dr. CheDDa Reddy;: (a) The 
Blast FuraDce was hlown oft on 
9-9-1966 alter h bad produeeJ .&out 
2.6 mllliun tonna .. of Iron. ThJt iI 
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considered a satisfactory performance. 
It is not a fact that the Batteries ot 
the Coke Oven Comp:ex were found 
defective immediately after commis-
sioning. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) It is not correct I.h<lt the layout 
and workmanship af Ourgapur Steel 
Plant was defective. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Expansion of Steel Plants 

8877. Shri R. K. Amin: 
Shrl C. Muthusami: 

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines 
and Me&als be pleased to st&te: 

(a) whether in the li~  of Pande 
Committee's Report Governmeat pro-
pose to postpone the fllt'ther expan-
s[on of iron ando .'teel industry all 
over the country for the time being; 

(b) what immediate actlOn has been 
taken to improve the management in 
all public sector projects; and 

(c) whether the system of giving 
orders to foreien films has been 
throughly examined with a view to 
ensure that nothing similar to Durga-
pur might happen again? 

The Minister of Steel, MIlles and 
Metals (Dr. Chenna Rl'ddy): (a) No. 
Sir. 

(b) The Parliamentary Committee 
on Public Undertakings have made 
various recommen:lations in their 
Thirteenth Report on the 'Management 
of Public Undertakings', with a view 
to ensuring better plannine: of Public 
Sector Projects. These recommenda· 
tiODS are at present IWder considera-
tion of Government. The working of 
the Public 'enterprises is also constant-
ly reviewed and efforts mode to im-
prove their performances. The steps 
contemplated In c'Jnnection with 
Dureapur manaaement have already 
been brought to the noUce of the 
House. 

(c) 'rhe Panda Cummttllee.. ~  
hee not JIOlnted out amYMed for reo 

view of the system of eiving orders to 
foreign firms. It might however be 
that with the development of fneUleo-
ous capacity for l ~ 01 steel 
making plant and equipment, the 
need to order equipment from 
abroad will go down considerably. 

Pande Committee Report 011 Dux'gapur 
Steel Plant 

8878. Shri R. K. Amin: 
Shrl C. Muthusaml: 

Will the Minister of Steel. Mlues and 
Metals be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the ~ :md short-
comings pointed out in pl'r& 10.20 OIl 
page ~9 of the Panje Committee Re-
port were deliberate on the part ot 
Engineers who designed t.he eni.;rf> in-
tegrated plant; 

(b) if so, the action taken by Gov· 
ernment against the persons respon-
sible therefor; 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor; and 

(d) the action Government propose 
to take to remove these shortcomings? 

The Minister of Steel, Mines .md 
Metals (Dr. Chenna Reddy): (a) No, 
Sir. 

(b) and (e). Do not arille. 

(d) The proposal to increase the 
number of soaking pits by four has 
been approved and action to instal 
them is in hand. The question of ins-
tallation of reheating furnace before 
the 32 inch mill required to facilitate 
production of special steels is under 
consideration. 
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