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Increase in Food Outpnt

525¢. Shri Marandi: Will the Mimns
ter of Food and Agricnlture be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it 13 a fact that Agricul
tural Prices Commussion has refute ’
the official claim that a 1= : term
growth rate of 25 per cent to 3 pe
cent a year in food output has alread:
been reached; and

(b) if so, the grounds therefor am
the reaction of Government thereto?

The Minister of State in the Ministry

(a) and (b) The
Agricultural Prices Commission have
not contested the compourd rate of
growth of 318 per cent per arnuin
achieved in the production of cereals
over the period 1949-50 to 1964-85
They have pointed out that the rate
of growth comes down, it the pencd
over which the rate is to be measured
is reduced from 15 years to smaller
durations ranging from 10 to 14 yvars,
and by successively bringing forward
the base year of estimation from 1948
50 They have also referred to the
exceptionally poor production during
the drought years of 1965-66 and 1¢86-
67. The Commission have, thercfore,
expressed that “whatever may be the
achievements in individual States and
with individual crops, no firm asser-
tions can really be made about the
realised rates of growth at the national
levels”

High Yielding Crop Programme In
Punjad

5251, Shri Yajna Dait Sharma:
Will the Minister of Food snd Agrt-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) the acreage and the credit re-
Quirement for the high yielding varicty
crop programme in Punjab durlng the
year 1867-88;

(b) whether the entire credit re-
quirement will be made available by
the Reserve Bank of India; and





