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(b) Hitherto subsidies helped in 
promoting increased use o f fertilisers 
in those areas where its use was not 
vary popular. Fertiliser us* baa had 
substantial impact on Jnereastag Food 
production. With the devaluation and 
the present supply position being less 
.than the demand, the question of with­
drawal of subsidies was considered by 
the Government in consultation with 
Agricultural Prices Commission. Tbe 
Commission was of the view that the 
gap between the current level of de­
mand and the available supply of 
iertilisers is such that it is most un­
likely that an increase in prices paid 
try the actual users would have any 
particular inhibitory effect on lerU- 
h.w use. js long as the order of in- 
.rease wa, not of a run-away nature 
Th** Commission also felt that the 
-x-e in Fertiliser Prices consequent to 
th* removal*of subsidy should not 
materially affect the level of applica­
tion of fertilisers and the programme 
0/  augmenting agricultural production 
The commission, therefore, favoured 
the withdrawal of subsidies in stages 
All increases in costs of production 
melading those due to fertilisers ore 
taken into account by the Commission 
while making recommendations on 
prices of agricultural produce.

The purpose of issuing foodgrains at 
subsidised rates is to have a stabilis­
ing effect on the market price# of 
foodgrains and to cater to the needs
of vulnerable sections of the popula­
tion
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Construction of Airports

5190. Shri Yashpml Singh:
Shri Ram Gopal Shalwale

Will the Minister of Tourism and 
Civil Aviatioa be pleased to state

(a) whether India is still dependent 
on the foreign know-how whenever 
airports have to be designed, cons­
tructed and renovated, and

(b) if so, the steps taken to train 
our own architects for the purpose9

The Minister of Tourism and Civil 
Aviation (Dr. Karan Singh); (a) and
(b) While we are not dependent, it 
Is true that Indian architects have 
not had many opportunities for design­
ing airport terminals It may therefore 
be necessary to send some lrchitects 
abroad so that they can take advant­
age of latest international develop­
ments in this field
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lir  Services between Trivandrum and 
Colombo

5192. Shri C. K. Chakrapanl:
Shri P. Oopalan:
Shri E. K. Nayanar:
Shri Nambiar:

Will the Minister of Tourism and 
Civil Aviation be pleased to state

fa) whether Government have any 
proposal for having airbne connection 
between Trivandrum and Colombo, and

(b) if not the reasons therefor’

The Minister of Tourism and Civil 
Aviation (Dr. Karan Singh) (a) Yes, 
Sir The Indian Airlines have plans 
to operate from Trivandrum to 
Colombo on a weekly frequency from 
August, 1067

( b )  P o e s  n o t  w f e *




