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•MS. Shri R. Baron: Will the Min- 
t*ter o f Commerce be pleased to state:

(a) whether India’s trade with East 
European countries has perceptibly 
declined in the recent months; and

(b) if so, the steps taken to check 
the dec'ine and the result thereof?

Hie Minister of Commerce (Shri 
Dlaetfi Singh): (a) No, Sir. The
trade registered progressive increase 
from August, 1966 onwards, although 
there was some decline in the month 
o f November, as can be seen from the 
attached statement, which can be 
treated as casual. [Placed in Library. 
See No. LT-312/67].

(b) Does not arise.
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Railway Restaurants on Southern Bljr.
•348. Shri A. Sreedharan: Will the 

Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government have any 
proposal under consideration to 
departmsnta’ ise all Railway restau
rants on the Southern Railway;

(b) whether it is a fact that there 
have been frequent complaints about 
the Railway Restaurants in the 
Olavakkot Division on the Southern 
Railway; and

(c) if so, the steps taken to remedy 
the situation?

The Minister of Railways (Shri 
C. M. Poonacha): (a) No,.Sir.

(b) Presumably the Hon. Member 
la referring to refreshment rooms In 
the Olavakkot Division run depart- 
mentally. There are three Vegetarian 
Refreshment Rooms at Erode, Coimba
tore arid Ernakulam stations which 
are under departmental management. 
Complaints received during the year
1966 in respect of these refreshment 
rooms were 6, 3 and 3 respectively.

(c) All these complaints were en
quired into and staff held responsible 
in each of these case8 were suitably 
dealt with. Supervision has also 
been tightened up to ensure a good 
standard of catering.

Textile Industry
750. Shri George Fernandes;

Dr. Ranen Sen:
Shri J. M. Biswas:

Will the Minister of Commerce be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether he has been holding 
f ifc j with the representatives of th* 
textile industry and the textile work
ers on the problem* confronting the 
textile Industry;
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(b) the steps outlined by him to
save the situation in  the textile m
dustry from further deterioration? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis
try of Commerce (Shri Shafi Qureshi): 
(a) and (b). As a result of the
discussions which Government have
had recently with all the cotton in
terests concerned, the fo'.low ing steps 
have already been taken or are pru-
1,osed to be taken:-

(1) A Bill has just been introduced
in the Parliament for converting
into an Act the Ordinance which
was promulgated in December,
1966. This Ordinance provided
enabling powers to the Central
Government and its offic'ers to
reduce compulsorily machine
activity in our mills with a
view to effecting savings in the
use of raw cotton which is in
short supply.

(2) Intensification of steps already
taken to secure an orilerly and
:tair distribution of the limited
supplies of raw cotton, both
domesti:c and :foreign, which are
available. These steps in
cluded regulation o:t movement
of cotton under permits issued
by the Textile Commissioner,
stipulation of maximum limits
·for the holding of cotton stocks
by mi1 .ls and requisitioning
cotton supplies, wherever ne
cessary and feasible.

(3) The possibility of importing
further quantities of forei:tn
cotton .is also being investiga�ed.

Location of Aluminium Factory in 
Maharashtra 

751. Shrimati Sharda Mnkerjee:
Will the Min'ist�r of Steel, Mines and 
Metals be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a pub
lic se"ctor aluminium factory is to be 
located in Maharashtra; 

(b) if �. whether the site for the
factory has been determined; and 

(c) the estimated cost of
factory? 

The Minister of Steel, Mines 
Metals (Dr. Chenna Reddy): (a) 
Sir; 

(b) After considering in cnsulta-.'
tion with an Expert Team of the Wesl · 
German Consultants, M[s. Vereignite • 
Aluminium Werke (VAW) the various' 
fa:ctors in determining the location.· 
such as technical advantages, effi
ciency and ease of transportation amt 
capital and operational cost, the Con-' 
sultants were asked to prepare a:· 
detailed Project Report with Ratnagirl 
on the West Coast as location. Th,•: 
Project Report since received is at 
present under examination. 

( c) The cost of the project, as esti

mated by the West German Consul
tants is Rs 76.09 crores (includinr 
Rs. 5

1

.19 cro;es for township). The.'. 

cost estimates appear to be on the' 
high side and efforts are being made
to revise them suitably. 

Pa5Seng-er Train Halt at Jadupur 
Village 

752. Shri
Will the Minister of 
pleased to state: 

( a) whether any application
the residents of Jadupur Village near . 
Bhubaneswar (South Eastern Railway)

has been received for a passenger 
train halt there; and 

(b) if so, the steps taken to meet ·.
their demand? 

The �finister of Railways (Shrf , 

C. M. Poonacha): (a) Ye3.

(b) The proposal was examined but •
could not be accepted for want of 
adequ:i.te justification. 
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