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Radio Station, Port Blair

400. Shri K. R. Ganesh: Will the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to upgrade the Port Blair Radio
Station in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands; and

(b) if so, when it will
mented?

be imple-

The Minister of Information and
Broadcasting (Shri K. K. Shah): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) The equipment required for
the project is being arranged. It is
proposed to upgrade the Station
within the Fourth Five Year Plan
period.

Use of LAF. Plane for election
purposes

401. Shri Baburao Patel: Will the
Minister of Defence be pleased to
state:

of times Prime
aircraft of the
for her election

(a) the number
Minister used the
Indian Air Force
campaign;

(b) the total mileage covered by
her and the payment made to the
ILA.F. in this regard; and

(c) the places where the I. A F.
aircraft was taken for election pur-
poses?

The Minister of Defence (Shri
Swaran Singh): (a) and (b). Eighteen
flights were undertaken by the IAF
aircraft for the journeys of the
Prime Minister in connection with
her Election campaign and the total
distance flown was 22,674 miles. The
airlift charges recoverable from the
Prime Minister and her party
amount to Rs. 28,084,18. Payment
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from the Prime Minister has already
been received.

(c) The flights were undertaken to
the following places:—

Gauhati, Shillong, Lucknow,
Begumpet (Hyderabad),
Madras, Sulur, Madurai, Tri-
churapalli, Bangalore, Bel-
gaum, Bombay, Trivandrum,
Cochin, Kota, Banswara,
Udaipur, Jaipur, Nagpur,
Akola, Nander, Aurangabad,
Nasik, Kolahpur, Poona, In-
dore, Nagda, Bhopal, Bareilly,
Kalaikunda, Dum Dum. Bar-

rackpore (Calcutta), Char-
batia, Bhuvaneshwar and
Patna. :
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Function connected with presentation
of Netaji’s Sword to Netaji
Museum

403. Shri Samar Guba: Will the
Minister of External Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
sword of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose was presented to Netaji Muse-
um in Calcutta by Gen. Fujiwara
of Japan on the 19th March, 1967;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
no representative of the Central Gov-
ernment attended the function; and

(c) if so, the reasons therefor?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri M. C. Chagla): (a) Yes, Sir.
Lt. Gen. Iwaichi Fujiwara, retired
Janpanese Army Officer, and some of
his friends who came in contact
with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
during World War II, had discover-
ed in a curio shop in Japan the
sword presented to Netaji at Singa-
pore in 1843 by a Japanese well-
wisher, and the same was brought
to India by Lt. General Fujiwara
and presented to the Netaji Museum
in Calcutta.

(b) and (c). The sword was ori-
ginally presented to the Indian
Ambassador in Tokyo at an appro-
priate ceremony. The presentation
ceremony at Calcutta was presided
over by the Governor of West
Bengal, Miss. Padmaja Naidu. The
Government of India had helped in
the arrangements for the occasion.

Naval Base at Paradeep Port

404, Shri S. Kupduw: Will the
Minister of Defemce be pleased to
state:

(a) the progress made in the





