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Bauxite Deposits in M.P.

850, Shrli R. 8. Pandey: Will the
Minister of Steel and Mines be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that lurge
deposits of bauxite have been located
in Bilaspur-Sarguja areas and Amar-
kantak tract of Shando] district ol
Madhya Pradesh; &nd

(b) if so, the steps being taken for
immediate utilization of these depo-
wits?

The Minister of Steel and Mines
(Shri N. Sanjiva Leddy): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Government of India have
under consideration a sch for the
establishment of a 1,20,000 tonnes
alumina-cum-30,000 tonnes per annum
aluminium metal plant gt Korba
(Madhya Pradesh), in the public sec-
tor, based on the bauxite deposite in
the Phutka Pahar and Amarkantak
areas in the State. A part of the
bauxite repuirements of the Rihand
Aluminjum emelter in Uttar Pradesh
which in being expanded from 20,000
to 60,000 tonnes per annum 18 pro-
posed to be drawn from the Amarkan-
tak deposits.

Flaming Colliery near Dhanbad

(Shri P. R. Chakravert:

851. ! Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri Inder J. Malhotra:
Will the Minister of Steel and

Mines be pleased to state:

(a) whether the attention of the
Government has been drawn to the
fact that a large tract of Lakurka
Colliery area near Katras Bazer
(Dhanbad) is aflame since 1963; and

(b) the steps laken by the Central
Government and the Government of
Bihar to avert loss of valuable coal
mines as had been going on in close
neighbourhood in Jogta and Jharia?

The Minister of Steel and Mines
(8bri N. Sanjiva Reddy): (a) The
occurvence of 2 fire in an old quarry
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(No. 2) in the XIV geam at Lakurka
colliery was reported to the Coal
Board in June, 1863. The fire when
first detected was not over a large
tract and is still confined to areas
depillared years ago.

(b) It is the duty or the collieries
to fight any fire that might arise. The
Coal Board, however, grants assis-
tance chiefly to prevent ihe spread of
fire. The Board takes up protective
works departmentally cnly when the
collieries fail to take them up effi-
ciently or expeditiously or when the
fire takeg place in abandoned mines.
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