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Cooperation from the date of its crea-
tion upto 1963-64; and

(b) the loans and subsidies granted
by it in each year for co-opertive acti-
vities?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Community Developmeat and Co-
operation (Shri B. 8. Murthy): (a)
The total expenditure incurred on
Administration is as under:—

@

(Rupees)
WN_ o ;559-60 1960-61
(From 30-12-1958) —_— ——
71,182 478,923 813,949
1961-62  1962-63  1963-64
8,80,333  9,16,721  8,80,011

(b) A gtatement is laid on the Table
of the House.

STATEMENT

(Rupees in lakhs)
(Rounded to the nearest lakh)

1958-59  1859-60  1950-61
Loan: 212 407 260
Subsidy: 111 182 240

1961-62 1962-63 1863-64
Loan: 363 484 818
Subsidy: 212 285 380

Assistance to Weaker Sections of the
Community

586. Br. P. 8. Deshmukh: Will the
Minister of Socia} Security be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) the !pecxﬂc measures taken by
Government to help the so-called
weaker sectiong of the community;

(b) what are the weaker sections
composed of and what is their ap-
proximate number in the country;

(¢) the total expenditure incurred
in helping them during the current
Plan period; and

-(d) the .amount spent on various
committees appointed to enquire in-
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to the conditions of such weaker sec-
tions and what tangible benefits have
accrued to them ag a result thereof?

The Deputy Minister in the Depart-
ment of Soclal Security (Shrimati
Chandrasekhar): (a) The Depart-
ment of Social Security are prima-
rily concerned inter alia with the-
welfare of the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes and to a limited
«.lent with the welfare of ‘other
Backward Classes’ defined by the eco-
nomic and for the time being—other
criteria. The wider programme for
the weaker sections, however com-
prises:— :

(i) special schemeg included in.
the successive Five Year:
Plans for the welfare of
Backward Classes (Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,.
Denotifled Tribes etc.);

the programme of Commu-
nity Development; and

<

(i

(iii) the special Welfare Pro-
gramme which includeg the-
Welfare Extension Projects.
undertaken by the Central
and State Welfare Boards,.
the programmes relating
Social Defence, Social and
Moral Hygiene, After-Care
Services and other Welfare
measures.

Welfare Services are directed, in
particular, towards sections of the
community which need specia] care
and protection.

The programmes of Community
Development ig intended primarily for
the development of the rural society
and development of the weaker sec-
tions is one of its specific objectives.
Accordingly, the programme has been
suitably oriented to confer special
beneflts on the weaker sectious. The:
following specific steps have been:
taken:—

(i) The Government contribution
to the bad debt reserve of
Co-operative Central Banks.
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hes been raised from 1 per
eent to 2 per cemt in the cese
of loans given to the Co-ope-
rative Farming Societies.

“(ii) Preference is being givan to
Co-operative Farming Socie-
ties in granting leases of land
reclaimed by Government,
cultivable waste lands, otc,

Aiif) A provision of Rs. 1 crore
has been earmarked for the
Third Plan period for pro-

duetive programmes in  the
Gramdan villages.
«iv) Emphasis ig being laid onm

accelerating the growth of
labour co-operatives during
the Third Plan period.

(v) The programme of supply of
mid-day meals to school
children has been expanded
to cover about 10 million
children by the end of the
Third Plan.

The Panchayati Raj bodies have
-alfo been instructed to earmark a
suitable percentage of their budget
provision every year for schemes of
spectal benfit to the weaker section
‘to set up special committees at the
district block and village levals to
leok after the welfare of the pro-
grammes for the weaker sections at
‘various levels—The annual confe-
rences on Community Development
review the progress.

(b) The Scheduled Castes and
‘Scheduled Tribes form a good propor-
tion of the weaker sections of the
-community as in addifion to a low
level of development, they also suffer
from specific disabitities.

The ‘weaker sections’ as such have
not been specifically defined by Gov-
ernment. . However, according to the
report of the Study Group set up im
71960 by the Ministry of Community
Development under the Chairman-
dp of Shri Javaprakash Narayan,
-#out 50 per cent of the rur#? house—
Aslds have an annusl indome of less
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than Rs. 500 per annum, and about
80 per cent less than Rs. 1,000|-
annum. According to the Study
Group, famiHes having an annual in-
¢ome of less than Rs. 1,000]- per
annum would cover cases of chronic
economic backwardness.

(c) The following outlays have
been provided in the “Thirg Plan for
the different rogrammes enumerated
under part (a) above:—

(Rs. in crores)

1. Welfare of Back-

ward classes 114

2, Community De-
velopment 294
3. Social Welfare. 28
Total:— 438

(d) A Study Group was set up in
1960 by the Ministry of Community
Development and Co-operation with

ri Jayaprakash Narayan ag the
Chairman to enquire into the condi-
tions of the weaker sections. A sum of
Rs. 6,556 was spent on T.A. & D.A.
in respect of the non-official members
of the Study Group.

The Study Group have useful re-
commendations and these are being
kept in view by the Department while
formulating programmes for the bet-
terment of the Backward Classes
(Scheduled Castes, Scheduleq Tribes,
Denotified Tribes).

Strike at Viskimpatneth Port

587, Shﬂwm qu the
Minister of Transpoit be p 4 to
state:

(a) whether there was a strike by
over 3,000 workers of Visakhapatnam
Port recently;

(b) if so, the causes of the strike;

(cY the action talfém by Govern-
ment iw the mafter?





