14287 Written Answers VAISAKHA 15, 1886 (SAKA) Writien Answers

Agriculture College, Poona

2855, Shri Tan Simgh: Will the Mi-
nister of Transport be pleased to
state:

(a) whether a rescarch scheme for
the development of  instruments to
measure soil temperature is being un-
dertaken by India Meteorological De-
partment at  Agriculture Cellege,
Poona;

(b) if so. the reasons for not under-
taking this project as a regular item
of wrok by the department itself:

(¢) the extent of progress achieved
so far under this schemc at the said
college; and

(d) the ecxpenditure  incurred S0
far?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Transport (Shri Mohiuddin):
(a). A research scheme for the deve-
lopment of some new instruments to
measure soil temperature has been
undertaken at the Agricultural Meteo-
rological Observatory located at the
Agricultural College Farm, Poona, by
a retired scientist of the India Me-
teorological Department. with a re-
search grant from the Council of Sci-
entific and Industrial Research.

(b) Soil moisture measurements are
being made by the Department, on a
regular basis by a different method
which is considered to be reliable by
experts in thig ficld. However, as the
present project attempts to devise other
types of instruments, necessary la-
boratory facilities have been provid-
ed to the scientist for his research.

(c) After some preliminary studies
using thermal and electrical conducti-
vity techniques, a laboratory model of
a portable instrument has been cons-
tructed and is under test.

(d) The expenditure incurred by
the C.S.ILR. from Julv. 1262. ta March.
1964, is about Rs. 12,300
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Railway Officers’ Transit Camp in
Delhi

2857. Shri Vishram Prasad: Wil] the
Minister of Railways be pleased to.
state:

(a) whether it is a fact tha¢ the
manstruction of Railway Officers’ Tran-
sit Camp was started at Lajpat Nagar.
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