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White Pepper 

'712. Shri A. K. Gopalan: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
wnment have approved a scheme to 
Jrow white pepper in Kerala; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

The Minister of State in the MinIs-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
lubhag Singh): (a) and (b). In 
order to obtain white pepper the 
black ben-ies are to be treated to re-
~ove the black seed coat. Some pre-
limin<.~y work on the preparation of 
white pepper W3S carried out in 1961 
at the PCT'per Research Station, Tali-
;aramba. in Kerala State and a tech-
aique f;r the prepar::tion of white 
pepper \':ClS perfected. To work out 
the economics of such treatment on a 
commercial scale, a grant has been 
sanctioned by the Indian Centr[Jl 
Spices and Cashewnut Committee for 
york to be done at the Taliparamba 
ltation in Kerala. 

Cashewnut Production 

773. Shri A. K. Gopalan: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the quantity of raw cashew-
lIuts required by the cashew proces-
~ng industry in India; 

. (b) how much of this is now pro-
duced indigenously; 

(c) the steps taken by Governmnnt 
to make the country s(>1f"llfficiP'" in 
raw nuts; and 

(d) the amount spent so far by the 
Centre for the purpose? 

'l'he Minister of State In the Mlni!!-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
Bubhag Sinlth): (a) Based on the 
c:urrent exports, the average annual 
requirements of the Cashew Proces-
ling Industry in India are estimated at 
.bout 3 lakh tons of raw cashew-
III1ta. 

(b) The estimated production dur-
ing 1961-62 (latest available) was 
1'25 lakh tons of raw cashewnuts. 

(e) During the Third Plan period 
a provision of Rs. 1.90 crores has been 
made for the development of cashew-
nut with a view to achieve a target 
of 8 lakh additional acres. Develop-
ment Schemes towards this end are 
In progress in the cashew growing 
States. Tht'!se Schemes include ill-
centives to growers in the shape of 
crop loans, assignment of lands on 
lease and supply of planting material. 
In addition, a Committee named Indian 
Central Spices and Cashewnut Com-
mittee has been set up to look after 
all round developmen.t of spices 
and cashewnut. 

(d) Unc1'T the revised procedure of 
Central assistance to States, lump sum 
allotments are made to them annually 
for the Agricultural Production 
Schemes includfd in their Annua1 
Plans. 
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Bridge Acr~ Krishna 

777. Shri Eswara Reddy: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased LO 
refer to the reply given to Unstarred 
Question No. 1748 on the 17th Decem-
ber, 1963 and state: 

(a) whether the fabrication of the 
trial span for the second bridge acroSS 
the RivRr Krishna has been taken up; 
and 

(b) whether all the high tensile 
steel required for the above bridge 
has been received? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Railways (Shrl S. V. Rama-
swamy): (a) Yes, 

(b) About 85 per cent of the High 
tensile steel required for the bridge 
girders has been- received at Calcutta 
and the balance quantity also h .. 
been shipped from the U.K. 




