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guch an incident hag occurred—on a
previoug occasion also five Mizmis
escapeq from NEFA—may 1 know
what steps Government have taken to
strengthen the security measures in
NEFA so that incidents of this sort
might not be repeated over and over
again?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I am not
aware of such an incident happening
previously,

Shri Hem Barua: Five Mizmis had
escaped some months back. The De-
fence Minister admitted it here.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Maybe. Ob-
viously, the steps must have been
taken—in thiz case too, They were in
the Quarter Guard which is not in the
prison and they escaped from there
and they were immediately, within the
mext day or two....

Shri Hem Barua: But they over-
powered our guards and then escaped.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Maybe;
anyhow, they must have taken the
steps to prevent recurrence of such

things.

Shri 8, N, Chaturvedi: May I know
whether these prisoners were able to
get away from custody on their own
or they got help from any outside
agency?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Ag far as [
know, there is no outside agency in-
volved. They went away by them-
selves ang they came back by them-
selves too.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know whether the Government have
got any authentic information that
some of these rebel Nagas have re-
cently entered into Burma and some
of them have been very much wanted
here by the police?

Mr, Speaker: This is quite differ-
ont.
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[(a) At present adequate supplies
of mill atte produced from imported
wheat are available in Delhi and there
is no difficulty on that account.

(b) and (c), Do not arise.]
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The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Foog ang Agriculture (Shri
A M, Thomas): With regard to the
supply of wheat products in Delhi,
there are as many as six flour mills
ang thc installed capacity ig sufficient
to meet the requirements of Delhi.
These mills have got about 4000 shops
here and the price of wheat products
ig controlled. They can only sell at the
controlled prices fixed by the Govern-
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ment. Apart from that, the Central
Government has opened another 205
fair price shops, but they were not
functioning for some time because the
price of indigenous wheat went down
%0 such an extent that there waz no
demand for importej wheat, Now,
because of rise in the price of indi-
genous wheat, there ig demanq for im-
ported wheat and we have made
arrangements to activise these 205
fair price shops which had been
epered. Besides that, we are opening
another 200 shops for effecting sup-
plies with wheat supplied by the
Central Government. I think, these
atrangements will meet the situation.

Mr, Speaker: What is the price? He
wanted to know that also,

Shri A. M. Thomas: The prices per
quintal are: whole meal atta—RSs.
41.53; resultant atta—Rs. 38.55; maida
—Rs. 53.58; suji—Rs, 58.94,
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Shri A, M. Thomas: There are com-
plaints that wheat products were
being sold above the controlled prices.
We immediately took action and now
the inspection staff has been streng-
thened so that there will be better
checking over the distribution through
these 4000 ang odd shops which are
run by the mills. One thing the hon
House has tc realise is that it is only
the indigenous wheat where the price
has gone vp. Ag for wheat products
produced cut of indigenous wheat, of
course, the prices would be a little
higher, Bul, as far as the vulnerable
section of the population is concerned,
they are taken care of by the distri-
bution of wheat products out of the
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imported wheat, If people have got a
preference for the high-pricegq Punjab
wheat, we cannot help it.
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Shri A, M. Thomas: That is not a
fact, As far as wheat products are
concerned, now, there are np com-
plaints that the wheat products pro-
duced out of the imported wheat that
was supplied to these millg are sold at
higher prices. There had 'been
some complaints a few days back, but
after the inspection staff hag been
strengthened, and after all the steps
taken by the Delhi Administration
also, there have not been any further
reports of higher prices being charg-
eq for wheat praducts produced out of
imported wheat.
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Shri A. M, Thomas: There have
been some complaints that the wheat
products manufactured out of im-
ported wheat are mixed with the
other wheat products and sold ab
higher prices, We have strengthened
the inspection directorate, and if pos-
sible, any cases coming to our notice
will be strictly dealt with,
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Shri A. M. Thomas: It is not a ques-
tion of responsibility. Ag far as the
fair price shops are concerned, we
exercise supervision over them, and
we make the supplies to them; and
the Delhi Administration, of course, is
directly responsible. There is no ques-
tion of shelving the responsibility
from the Centre to the Administra-
tion or from the Administraion to
somebody else.
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Mr Speaker: He wants to know
whether any part of this distribution
has been entrusted to that co-opera-
tive society.

Shri A, M. Thomas: There has not
been any complaint with regard to
distribution by any co-operative soc-
iety. In fact, we are prepared to look
into any complaint that may be
brought to our notice.
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Shri A. M. Thomas; There is no
compulsory procurement of wheat at
all. In fact, the wheat prices have
been fixeq by way of giving support
to the farmer in case the wheat prices
go below the economic level; the price
has been fixed at Rs 14 for the com-
mon variety of wheat. It is only when
the prices go below that that the
question of purchase will arise. Other-
wise, there is no question of com-
pulsory procurement,
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Shri M. L. Dwivedi: What I meant
was that the purchase was made. ..
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Shri M. L. Dwivedi: When the wheat
was purchased. . .

Mr. Speaker: Order, order, Shrimati
Savitri Nigam,

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I know
whether Government have received
any complaint regarding the supply of
bad quality of imported wheat flour
and also complaintg that a lot of im-
ported wheat flour jg being smuggled
into the surrounding districts of Pun-
jab and UP °

Shri A M. Thomas: We have not
received any complaint with regard to
bad quality, but we have received
complaints that smuggling was going
on. Actually, it is not a question of
smuggling, because wheat products
could be transported freely, and there
hag not been any restriction on trans-
port of wheat or wheat products. All
the same, we have advised the various
mills that they should not export these
wheat products from the Union Terri-
tory of Delhi,

Shri Tulshidas Jadhav: Out of these
fair price shops how many are given
to the co-operative socicties, and how
many are given to individual owners?

Shri A. M. Thomas: We have asked
the wvarious co-operative societies to
take as much of wheat as possible
from our stocks but, in fact, the pro-
position was not attractive before. As
I have already said even the fair price
shops which were opened previously
have had to be energised now because
the wheat prices were sp low ear-
lier and it is only in recent months
that the price ot indigenous wheat has
risen. During last year, the index wes
only 89 per cent. So, if there is some
rise, 1 should say that that is to some
extent also a corrective.





