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Radio-Photo Link

105. Dr, L. M. Singhvi: Will the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs be
pleased to state:

(a) the countries with which India
hag direct radio-photo links;

(b) whether radio-photo service is
accessible to press correspondents and
private individuals in this country;

(c) whether the Government of
India have any radio-photo links with
the People’s Republic of China; and

(d) whether Government
to discontinue the same?

propose
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The Deputy Minister in the Depart-
ment of Posts ang Telegraphs (Shrk
Bhagavati): (a) India has direct
Radio-photo services with the Peo-
ple’s . Republic of China, France,
Federa] Republic of Germany, Italy,
Japan, Poland, UK. and U.S.SR.

(b) Yes.
(c) Yes,

(d) There is no proposal at
sent to discontinue the service.
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Milk Crisis in Delhi
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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that there was an acute milk crisis
in Delhi during the last three weeks
of September and in the third week
of October, 1963; and

(b) if so, the precautionary mea-
sures taken to ensure against recur-
rence of similar breakdowns in fu-
ture?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri A.
M. Thomas): (a) Because of heavy
rains on 15-16th September, 1963,
which resulted in serious flooding of
areas which constitute the milkshed
of the Delhi Milk Scheme, supply of
milk to Delhi suddenly went down
very seriously. Flooding caused des-
truction of fodder crops and outbreak
of diseases, both parasitic and infec-
trous, amongst milch animals, which
position regarding
short supply. Further more, the posi-
tion became more acute because of
the increased demand on account of
festivals.

(b) The shortage was basically due
to circumstances beyond the control of
Delhi Milk Scheme. But for that, it
was hoped, the milk supply position
wag showing signs of being very easy
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this year. Ag a precautionary mea-
sure, for the future, the Delhi Milk
Scheme is being equipped with a
Deep-freeze room for storing nearly
100 tonnes of butter, which will be
used for the preparation of recom-
bined milk to tide over brief periods
of short supply of milk like the one
mentioned above,

Cooperative Rice Mills

107, Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Will the
Minister of Community Development
and Cooperation be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment are giving preferential treat-
ment to co-operative rice mills in dif-
ferent paddy growing districts;

(b) whether such preferences, are
being shown to the detriment or dis-
crimination of existing rice mills and
processing units in the private sector;
and

(c) whether it is a fact that there
are only a few co-operative societies
coming forward for starting rice
mills?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Community Development and
Cooperation (Shri Shyam  Dhar
Misra): (a) The State Governments,
with a view to facilitating the marke-
ting of paddy through cooperatives,
have been advised to give reference
to co-operatives in establishing rice
mills in suitable areas keeping in view
the requirements of the hand pound-
ing industry.

(b) The total number of rice mills
In the country is of the order of
40,000. Since the new rice mills ex-
pected to be set up in the cooperative
sector during the Third Plan will be
about 350, their impact on the private
sector mills will be negligible.

(c) The advice to give preference
to cooperatives was communicated to
State Governments only recently, It
is expected that a number of coope-
rative marketing societies that gene-
rally instal rice mills, will avail of
this facility.
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Package Programme in Kerala

108. Shri A. K Gopalan: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) the progress made in implemen-
ting the Package Programme for food
production in Kerala; and

(b) the extent of financial assistance
so far given to the State Government
in this connection?

The Minister of State in the Min-
istry of Food and Agriculture (Dr.
Ram Subhag Singh): (a) and (b). A
statement is laid on the Table of the
House. [Placed in Library. See No.
LT-1836/63].

Minor Ports in Kerala

109. Shri A, K. Gopalan: Will the
Minister of Transport be pleased to
state:

(a) the total financial assistance so
far given to Kerala Government for
developing minor ports in the State
during the Third Plan;

(b) how much of this amount has
been spent so far; and

(c) the progress so far made in im-
plementing the scheme for which the
assistance was given?

The Minister of Shipping in the
Ministry of Transport (Shri Raj
Babadur): (a) The amount of loan so
far given to the Kerala Government
is Rs. 2'92 lakhs,

(b) The total expenditure incurred
by the State Government on centrally
assisted schemes is Rs. 616 lakhs.

(¢) The progress of implementation
of these schemes so far is indicated in
the attached—laid on the Table of the
House, [Placed in Library. See No.
LT-1837/63].





