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Import of Cotton and Jute

1626. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the
Minister of International Trade be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have con-
sidered the feasibility of reduction in
the import of cotton and jute; and

(b) if sn, the result thereof?

The Minister of International Trade
(Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) and (b).
The poiicy in regard to the import of
cotton is constantly under review. The
position, however, is thal unless there
is a steady and considerable improve-
ment in the producticn of cotton
within the counrtry, no significant
reduction in the imports from abroad
is possible. Imports consist of only
long and extra long staple cotton the
indigenous production of which is still
far from being adequate.

As regards the imports of raw jute,
they are now confined to small quan-
tities of cuttings and long superior
jute required for the manufacture of
speciality goods for export.

Duargapur Steel Plant
1627 J Shri Yashpal Singh:
*\ Shri P. K, Ghosh:
Will the Minister of Steel, Mines

and Heavy Engimeering be pleased to
state:

(a) the name of the firm who erect-
ed Durgapur Steel Plant;

(b) the name of their top repre-
sentative in India; and

(c) whether it is a fact that the
same person now heads this Steel
Project?

The Minister of Steel, Mines and
Heavy Engineering (Shri C. Subra-
maniam): (a) Messrs Indian Steel
Works Construction Co. Ltd., London.

(b) and (¢). Mr. D. J. Bell was
the Resident Director and the General
Manager and left the service of
ISCON on 31st March, 1962. We re-
quested the UK. Government for the
services of a General Superintendent
under the Colombo Plan. Accord-
ingly, in August, 1962, Mr. Bell was
deputed by UK. Government and he
was appointed as General Superin-
tendent and Senior Deputy General
Manager, Durgapur Steel Plant, Sub-
sequently, when the General Mana-
ger proceeded on leave from 2nd Sep-
tember, 1963, Mr. D. J. Bell was ap-
pointed as General Manager in
addition to his duties as General
Supcrintendent of the Plant.

Export of Spices

1628. Shri Shree Narayan Das: Wili
the Minister of International Trade
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that in
spite of the fact that Indian spices
have a big market export position is
not progressing because of lack of
export blending and better packing;
and

(b) if so, the steps being taken to
meet the situation? ' :

The Minister of International Trade
(Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) and (b).
No, Sir. Our blending and packing
has not affected adversely the export
of spices. The spices that require
blending are curry powder and curry
paste. The export of these jtems are
showing an upward trend.





