2883 Oral Answers

/
the public sector. With regard to the
question of revocation, it is  under
examination.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: In view of the
fact that the production of fertilisers
in the public sector has increased
while that in the private sector is lag-
ging behind, may I know whether
Government have got any scheme or
plan for the rest of the Plan period to
see that the total installed capacity is
fully utilised and not as at present
only half-utilised?

Shri Humayun Kabir: We are taking
action for that also. But thc lack of
utilisation is also partly in the public
sector, and we are taking measures to
see that in both these sectors, we
utilise the capacity to the fullest ex-
tent possible.

Shri Warior;: May I know whether
in view of the shortage Government
intend to import more fertilisers to
cover up the shortage?

Shri Humayun Kabir: That question
should be addressed to the Ministry of
Food and Agriculture.
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Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I
know whether Government propose
to enquire into the causes of the fer-
tiliser plants allotted to the private
sector not going into production, and
whether there is any concerted move
on their part to hamper the production
in the country?

‘Shri Humayun Kabir: The answer to
the first part of the question is ‘Yes'.
We are making an enquiry into 1t. As
regards the second part, 1 think that
we should not draw any inferences.
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Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad: An enquiry
should be instituted.

Shri Humayun Kabir: We are em-
qQuiring into that.

Shri P. Venkatasubbalah: May I
know whether any latest assessment of
the consumption of fertilisers in the
country has been made, and if so, how
far these plants that are going to be
started will meet the demands of the
peasants?

Shri Humayun Kabir: We have set
certain targets. As regards the revised
targets for the year 1963-64, the instal-
led capacity is about 300,000 tons, and
the estimated production is 261,260
tons, and it would go on increasing to
about half a miltion tons by the end
of the Third Plan period. Regarding
the demand, it will continue to increase
and it is not possible to give any
estimate at this stage.
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The Minister of Education (Shri M.

C. Chagla): The answer to the qucs-
tion is as follows:

(a) The matter is under consi-‘
derativn. . . .
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Shri Tyagi: Sixty per cent for the
bon. Minister.

Shri M. C. Chagla: I only get 60 per
cent marks? I hope some day to get
100 per cent marks.

Shri D, C. Sharma: Orly 40 per
cent.
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Shri M. C. Chagla: Now I shail rcad
out the answer in English.

(a) The matter is under coasidera-
tion of the Delhi Administration.

(b) and (c). Decision about the
standard at which teaching of Engiish
should commence rests with tLe State
Governments.  Therefore, there is
bound to be some diversity.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I know
what are the reasons which have
weighed with the authoritie; in con-
sidering this aspect of the question?

Shrij M. C. Chagla: We had the re-
port of an expert, Dr. Penficld, who
suggested that a child can lezrn any
language provided he starts at a very
early age, and the age he suggested
was 4—10. This has led ‘0 a ¢ mplete
rethinking on the subject; and now it
is possible for a child to learn even
threc languages, provided he starts
within this age group. Therefore, all
the States and the Delhi Administra-
tion are rearranging their curriculum
to fit in with this expert advice.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: Keeping in
view the fact that the States are con-
trolling education, does Government
think of considering the question of
arresting the deterioration in the
standard of English which is the only
medium of communication in the coun-
try as a whole and outside India so far
as Indians are concerned?

Shri M. C. Chagla; My view is that
we should maintain the standard of
the English language. We hope to
look forward to the day when Hindi
will be the bond between the different
parts of our country. But till that
target is achieved, we must see to it
that the standard of English does not
fall,
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Shri J. P. Jyotishi: May I know if it
is the opinion of one single expert or
was some expert committee actually
appointed to investigate this  thing,
whether the teaching of English fr'm

that early age would not hamper the
growth of the mind of the small boys?

Shri M. C. Chagla: T can assure my
hon. friend that it is now the geueral
view of all educationists that a child
can absorb a new language at a very
early age. It is not a burden on him;
it is the easiest thing for a child. But
it you postpone it tili he passes the
age of 10, it does become a burden.
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Shri A. P. Sharma; In view of the
general failure of the higher secondary
system of education, is Government,
along with the consideration of teach-
ing English from the lower classes,
also considering either to revert to the
high school system of education or te
give option to the boys to go for the
high school or higher secondary
system? A

Mr. Speaker: That is a different

question.
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Shri Vasudevan Nair: May I know
whether Government has gone into the
experience of some of the States which
have already implemented the scheme
of teaching English from the third
standard, and if so, whe*ther the Delhi
Administration will be taking a final
decision on the basis of such experi-
ence in other States?
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Shri M. C. Chagla; I can assu:® my
hon. friend from mv own experience
that where the States have lowcred
the standard of English and sta-tcd
teaching English from higher standards,
great difficulty has been experienced
in the universities. The medium of
instruction in the universitiec is
English. Students come from schools
where the standard of English has
been lowered, and I have been told
that they cannot follow the lectuies
delivered in English. If schools feed
the universities, and you keep the
medium of instruction in the Univer-
sities in English, it is suicidal to
lower the standard in schnols.

Dr. M. S. Aney: May ask the non.
Minister whether he knows that it is
one of the objects of the Government
of India that vernaculars of the
different States should be the mediam
of higher instruction? From that
point of view, does he think that some
other policy should be pursued than
the one he has enunciated now?

Shri M. C. Chagla: Til. the day ~oines
when the universities have the re-
gional language as the medium  of
instruction—and I hope when that day
comes, they will also a‘tempt to keep
up Hindi and English in the uniicr-
sities—and so long as the universities
have English as the medium of instruc-
tion, we have to have in the secondary
stage a high standard of English.
Otherwise, the pupil who goes to the
university sits in the college, listens
to the lecture delivered in English and
cannot follow it.

U.S.S.R. Equipment for Oceanography

Shri Bhagwa+ t Jha Azad:
Shri D. N. Tiwary:
| Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
+357. { Shri A. V. Raghavan:
| Shri Pottekkatt:
Shri D. D. Purl:
1 Shri Oza:
Will the Minister of Education ve
Pleased to state:
(a) whether any agrcement  has
been arrived at with U.S.S.R. for the
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supply of a ship and other equipn.ents
for specialized oceanozraphic work;
and

(b) if so, the specific terms of the
agreement?

The Minister of Education
M. C. Chagla): (a) Not yet, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(Shri

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Am I to
understand that there has been no
talk, or that the talk is going on and
there is likelihood of an agreement?

Shri M, C. Chagla: Discussions have
taken place. The Director-General
of Scientific and Industrial Research
went to the US.SR. He had discus-
sions. He was very sympathetically
received, and we are now trying to
see whether we can get a ship as a
gift or against rupee payment, so that
there is every hope that something will
come out of the visit of the Director-
General to the U.S.S.R.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I
know whether asking for a ship as a
gift or against rupee payment is the
only proposal on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of India, or whether they are
putting forward other proposals as
well for this work?

Shri M. C. Chagla: We have also
been considering the scheme vis-a-vis
Japan, because we have now arranged
to get some specifications of ships
recently built for oceanographic re-
search for Japan. So, we are moving
on two fronts——Japan and also
U.SSR.

Shri D. N. Tiwary: May I know
if the Government hag made any
estimate of the expenditure involved
in this scheme?

Shri M. C. Chagla: I should like
to have notice. If the hon. Member
wants, I can send him a statement.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: May I know
it the Government of India has pre-
pared any specific schemes for oceano-
graphic survey for which they are
trylng to get these ships and equip-





