Written Answers

(a) whether Government have re-
ceived preliminary report of the Asoka
Mehta Committee on Powerloom In-
dustry; and

(b) whether Government have re-
ceived representations for removal of
excise duty on powerlooms?

The Minister of International
Trade (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) Yes, Sir.
All India Printers’ Conferemce

( Shri Yashpal Singh:
1212. { Shri Buta Singh:
Shri Narasimha Reddy:

“Will the Minister of International
Trade be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Eleventh All India
Printers’ Conference has urged Gov-
ernment to allot adequate foreign ex-
change for import of printing and
allied machinery until such time the
indigenous industry to manufacture
printing machinery is developed; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

The Minister of International
Trade (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) The general cut of 50 per cent
applied in the last import licensing
period to Established Importers
licences for printing machinery has
been restored in the current import
licensing period and the quota for
this item has been allowed at 123 per
cent. In additilon, a provision has
been made for cash licensing of print-
ing machinery to newspaper establish-
ments and quality printers. Provision
also exists for grant of licences for
this item to other Actual Users, in-
cluding Small Scale Industries, Gov-
ernment Departments, etc, for im-
ports from rupee payment countries.
Imports of printing machinery have
thus been provided to the extent
possible,
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Steel and Iron Industries

1214, Shri Sivamurthi Swamy: Will
the Minister of Steel and Heavy In-
dustries be pleased to state:

(a) whether any survey party has
been appointed to study the favour-
able places to start steel and iron in-
dustries on large scale;

(b) if so, the findings of that party
in respect of Sondur area in Bellary
district, Mysore State; and

(c) in how many places the steel
industry is being located?





