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Bridges in Silchar Shillong Road 

1414. Shri N. R. Laskar: Will the 
Minister of Transport and Communi-
cations be pleased to refer to the re-
ply given to Unstar.ed Question No. 
368 On the 2nd March. 1963. and state: 

(a) the progress of works on bridge 
over river 'Lubha'; 

(b) the special measures taken to 
bridge t3e other three major rivers 
on the Passi-Badarpur Section of the 
Silcher Shillong road; and 

(c) whether any foreign exchange 
difficulties stand in the way of speedy 
completion of the work of all these 
bridges and if so, the measures taken 
to overcome these difficulties? 

The Minister of Transport (Shri 
Raj Bahadur): (a) The estimate for 
the construction of a bridge over the 
river Lubha was sanctioned by the 
Government Of India in October 1957. 
Owing to the difficulty in finding suit-

able contractors, the construction 
work could not be commenced soon 
after the sanction was accorded. The 
Assam Public Works Department 
have, however, been successful in 
finding a firm to undertake the work. 
The contract was awarded in Septem-
ber 1962. Preliminary arrangements 
for commencing the construction are 
in progress and the actual work is 
expected to be started in the next 
working season after the monsoons. 

(b) The estimates for the other 
three bridges namely, Gumra, Apha 
and Baleshwar were approved by the 
Government of India in August 1956, 
October 1958 and August 1955, res-
pecth'ely. Gum-ra bridge is in an ad-
vanced stage of progress wlhile in the 
case Of the other two bridges, preli-
minary arrangements are in hand. The 
State Government have heen request-
ed to ensure the completion of the 
bridges as early as possible. 

(c) The scheduled dates of comple-
tion of the Apha and Lubha bridges 
were t'le end of June 1965 and the 
end of December 1965, respectively. 
There was a proposal to have these 
bridges completed one year ahead ot 
schedule by making an additional pay 
ment of Rs. 1.78 lakhs. with a foreign 
exchange component of £ 500. The 
propo.al was not accepted after a 
carefUl consideration Of all aspects. 
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