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The Prime Minister and Minister of
External Affairs and Minister of Ato-
mic Energy (Shri Jawaharlal Nechru):
(a) A team of experts of the World
Health Organisation on its way to
Ceylon to carry out preliminary sur-
veys in the monazite areas of that
eountry visited Kerala from January
10 to 13, 1963, to get acquainted with
the monazite sand areas of Kerala and
tncidentally to take a few repreacn-
tative sample measurements of the
matural radiation levels in tiiat area.

(b) Does not arise.

Public Relations with U.S.S.R.

802, Shri Sham Lal Saraf: Will the
Prime Minister be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government arc aware
of the inadequacy of public relations
that exist between this country and
U.S.S.R.;

(b) whether Government are also
aware of the fact that there iy no
mutual arrangement with any  Press
Agency in USSR. or any leading
newspaper in that country to publish
Important news items with regard to
India; and

(¢) what Government propose to do
%0 improve our public relations in that
sountry?

The Prime Minister and Minister of
External Affairs and Minister of Ato-
mic Energy (Shri Jawaharlal Nehru):
(a) and (c). There has been a marked
increase in the visits of Soviet and
Indian journalists, cultural and  art
groups professors and student in re-
sent years, The Government of
India are anxious further to increase
and strengthen these relations and are
hoping to post an Information Officer
in their Embassy in Moscow.

(b) 'El'he Government of India do not
enter into arrangements with foreign
news agencieg for publishing Indian
mews items. Foreign news agencies
post their correspondents in India for
eovering Indian news or make mutual
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arrangements with Indian news
agencies for supplying their news
services.

Construction of Border Roads

903, Shri Sham Lal Saraf: Will the
Minister of Defence be pleased to
state:

(a) the progress that has been made
in constructing roads in the border
areas, more particularly in Assam,
Bihar and Ladakh; and

(b) whether High Way road link
with Assam between East Pakistan
and Nepal and Mokameh Katithar Road
tn Bihar, have since been taken in
hand?

The Minister of Defence (Shri Y.
B. Chavan): (a) Progress has been
satisfactory. It will not be in the
public interest to disclose further de-
tails.

(b) The reference is presumably to

National Highway No. 31 The im-
provement of this road has been taken

m hand.
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