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Agricultural Commissioner

1869. Shri Brajeshwar Prasad: Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculiure
be pleased to state:

(a) the duties of the Agricultural
Commissioner and Extension Commis-
sioner; and

(b) whether these posts are of a
technical and scientific nature?

'The D-puty Minister in the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture (Shri A. M.
Thomas): (a)— Duties of Agricuitural
Commissioner:

(i) Examination of research
schemes submitted by State
Governments and Agricultural
Institutions.

(ii) Examination of technica] pro-
grammes and progress re-
ports on the work of the var-
ious research schemes and
their inspection.

(iii) Preparation of schemes which
the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research formulates.
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(iv) Dissemination of mformation
with regard to agricultural re-
search schemes and technical
problems of agriculture of the
couniry through varioug jour-
nals published by the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search.

(v) Advising the Government of
India, State  Governments,
Planning Commission, Re-
search Institutions and Com-
modity Committees on mat-
ters relating to agricultural
problems.

Duties of the Extension Commis-
sioner:

(i) To secure effective w.ad speedy
impicrmentation of the Inten-
i Agriculture District Pro-
gramme commonly known as
“Package” Programme in the
States with a view to stepping
up food production in the-
country.

(ii) To serve as a link between
the agricultural research in-
stitutions and the farmers.

(iiiy To arrange training of ex-
tension  personnel, mainly
Gramsevaks and Gramsevikas;
and in-service training of sub-
ject malter specialists.

(iv) To arrange to disseminate
agricultural information on
improved practices for the:
benefit or farmers and exten-
sion workers, through the
production and distribution of
agricultural information, liter-
ature and other  publicity
media.

(v) To render advice to  State
Departments of Agriculture
and other extension agencies
in the States through a team
of subject matter specialists,
trained in extension work, om
educational aspects of farming
to bring about technological

. improvements.



.

4465  Written Answers BHADRA 6, 1884 (SAKA) Written Answers 4466

(b) The post of Agricultural Com-
missioner is technical but not that of
the Extension Commissioner.

Recruitment to Senior Posts

1870. Shri Brajeshwar Prasad: Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state the procedure for
recruitment to senior posts of spec-
ialists on subjects like Horticulture,
Poultry, Soils, Information etc.?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Food ang Agriculture (Shri A. M.
Thomas): The senior posts of Speci-
alists on subject like  Horticulture,
Poultry, Soils, Information, etc., are
filled in accordance with the recruit-
ment rules framed in respect of each
individual post with the concurrence
of the Union Public Service Commis-
sion, either by open advertisement
through the Union Public Service Com-
mission or from among serving offi-
cers of State Governments on a tenure
basis or by transfer on deputation of
suitable officers from State Govern-
ments or from the Central Govern-
ment.

Package Programme

1871. Shri Brajeshwar Prasad: Will
the Minister of Food and Agricultare
be pleased to state:

(a) what is the per-district outlay,
in terms of money, for the Package
Programme; and

(b) how it compares with the pro-
posed outlays for the new districts be-
ing brought under the Programme?

The Minister of State in the Ministry
of Food ang Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): (a) and (b). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the House
showing the per-district outlay, in
terms of money for—[See Appendix
II, annexure No. 62]

(i) the first 7 districts of the
Package Programme; and

(ii) the 8 districts selected sub-
sequently for inclusion in the
Programme.
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Training Schemes on Rural Develop-
ment

1872. Shri Brajeshwar Prasad: Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) when the Ministry of Com-
munity Development, Panchayati Raj
and Co-operation handles training
schemes on rural development, why
should Gramsevaks alone be trained
under a different agency, namely Dir-
ectorate of Extension under the Min-
istry of Food and Agriculture;

(b) whether it is a fact that about
40 candidates are being sent abroad
for extension training when the pre-
sent foreign exchange position is so
tight;

(c) whether Government have not
enough trained officials in Extension
work during the last ten years to
build up a nucleus for giving training;
and

(d) whether extension is such a
specialized subject needing laboratory
angd other facilities which are not like-
ly to be available in the country?

The Minister of State in the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): (a) The main role of
the Gramsevaks is to assist the far-
mers in adopting improved agricultural
practices and raising the standard of
farming in the villages. The content
of training of the Gramsevaks must,
therefore, necessarily have a predomi-
nant agricultural bias. For this reason
the Department of Agriculture is the
most appropriate agency for arrangirg
training of this category.

(b) It is tentatively proposed to
depute about 40 candidats abroad for
extension training during 1963 but no
foreign exchange is involved as the
entire expenditure on the to-and-fro
travel of the trainees as well as their
maintenance abroad is to be met by
the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development.

{c) No, as during 1951 to 1961 only
33 persons have received higher train-
ing in foreign countries in the field





