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Cultivation of Tobacco

1861. Shri H. C. Soy: Will the Minije-
ter of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that tobacco
grown in Ranchi, Dhanbag and Singh-
bhum districts in Chota Nagpur is of
local and much inferior variety than
tobacco grown in North Bihar, and
fetches a poorer price to the growers;

(b) whether it is a fact that both
the classes of tobacco growers in Chota
Nagpur and North Bihar have to pay
the same rate of license fee;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
tebaceo cultivation is dying out be-
cause of this heavy licence fee; and

(d) steps taken to revise the licence
{ee for Chota Nagpur tobacco growers
to suit the local conditions?

The Minister of State in the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhiag Singh): (a) No such reports
have been received by the Govern-
ment of India. The information has,
however, been callej for from the
Government of Bihar and will be laid
on the Table of the Sabha.

(b) No licence fee is levied on cul-
tivation of tobacco.

. (c) and (d). Do not arise.
Kothar Dam

1862. Shri Yoge=3dra Jha: Will ‘he
Minister of Irrigaticn an! Power he
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
proposal of constructing Kothar Dam
to check sand coming to the Xosi
Barrage from hills of Nepal has been
dropped;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
experts are of the opinion that unless
sand coming from mountains is check-
ed, the life of the barrage will be
short and uncertain; and

(d) if so, steps proposed to be
taken in this regard?
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The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Irrigation and Power (Shri.
Alagesan): (a) No.
(b) Does not arise.

(c) Yes.

(d) A two-fold solution for increas-
ing the effective life of the Kosi
Barrage is under consideration. This
consists of (i) construction of a deten-
tion dam in the head reaches ol the
Kosi near about Kothar for trapping:
silt and (ii) adopting soil conserva-
tion measures in the catchment area
of the Kosi. Geological investigations
to study the foundation conditions of
the proposed dam site at Kothar are
in progress. Measurcs to implement
soil conservation schemes in the Kosi
catchment area are under considera-
tion.

Locus. Invasions in Rajasthan

1863. Shri Brij Raj Singh Kotah:
Will the Minister of Fooj and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) how many villages in Rajasthan
have been badly affected by the latest
invasion by locusts;

(b) which part of Rajasthan has
been most badly hit; and

(c), what effective steps Govern-
ment have taken to combat this seri-
ous menace?

The Minister of State in the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Sirgh): (z) Upto 22rnd August,
out of 5575 villages infested, 4950 vil—
lages have been cleared of hoppers.

(b) The infested districts mainly
lie in western and eastern parts of
the State:

(¢) (i) The Central Anti-Locust
Organisation which is responsible for
locust control operations in the desert
areas of India over about 80,000 square:
miles in the States of Rajasthan,
Punjab and Gujarat has adequately
been strengthened.

(ii) Large stocks of machines and:
locust poison were purchased -and:
stocked at various strategic places
well in advance of the locust invasion..
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(iili) The number of field locust
outposts, through which the Central
Anti-Locust Organisation operates in
the desert areas, have been raised this
year from 41 to 55.

(iv) For locust intelligence, in addi-
tion to the normal facilities available
from the Revenue Department of the
Rajasthan Government, 39 Wireless
stations have been established which
link almost all the outposts for the
-quick transmission of information on
locust situation.

(v) The ground contro] operations
are supplemented by aerial operations
‘wherever necessary,

(vi) The district Collectors with the
help of the villagers and local staff
:are also clearing the hoppers.
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