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Award for Public Schools

1708. Shri Krishnapal Singh: Will
the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state:

(a) what has been the total num
ber of awards for joining public 
schools since the inception of the 
scheme;

(b) what has been the total expendi
ture on these;

(c) what is the number which has 
come from schools located in rural 
areas;

(d) what has been the expenditure 
on them;

(e) what measures, if any, Govern
ment have taken or propose to take 
to bring about equality of opportunity 
for boys studying in rural schools in 
the matter of awards to join public 
schools; and

(f) whether the possibility of fixing 
a quota for boys and girls studying 
in rural schools (under the scheme) 
to correspond to the proportion of the 
population which must send its child
ren to rural schools has been 
considered?

The Minister of Education (Dr. 
K. L. Shrimali): (a) 524.

(b) Rs. 32,51,638.

(c) and (d). No separate statistics 
are maintained for candidates coming 
from schools located in rural areas 
and it is not, therefore, possible to 
give expenditure figures for scholars 
selected from rural areas.

(e) The equality of opportunity is 
already there because the candidates 
can take the tests in the regional 
language or in the mother tongue. 
Further, objective type of questions 
are asked with a view to assessing 
the real intelligence of examinees and 
this neutralizes the element of advant
age to children from urban areas.

(f) It is not considered desirable 
to make any reservation.
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