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(c) the reasons for maintaining such
huge recurring expenditure when
cheaper alternative accommodation is
available in the Railway’s own
possession? :

The Deputy Minister .in the Minis-
try of Railways (Shri Shahnawaz
Khan): (a) Six.

(b) Yes Sir.

(c) It was felt that the provision of
additional office accommodation of a
permanent nature for the S.E. Rail-
way headquarters offices could be
considered after the introduction of
the divisional scheme when the re-
duced strength of the headquarters
offices could be assessed. This will
be taken up now, as the introduction
of the divisional scheme has been
decided upon. In the intervening
period, the Railway had inevitably to
hire such suitable private accommo-
dation as was available at the rent at
which they could be secured.

Telephone Connections in Calcutta

1543, Shri Indrajit Gupta: Wil] the
Minister of Transpart and Communica-
tions be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that several
telephone connections applied for as
early as October, 1957 in Calcutta have
not yet been sanctioned;

(b) if so, reasons for the same;

(c) how many new lines will be ins-
talled by Calcutta Telephones during
1962-63; and

(d) whether there is a proposal to
open new automatic exchanges?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Transport and Communications
{(Shri Bhagavati): (a) Yes. About
1800 applications made prior to Octo-
ber, 1957 are still pending.

(b) Limited financial resources for
€xpansion.
{c) 8,000 approximately.

(d) Yes. Conversion to automatic
working of the existing manual ex-
changes at Panihati and Uluberia and
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the opening of a new auto exchange
at Narendrapur during the Third Five-
Year Plan.

Co-operative Farming Societies

( Shri B. K. Das:
4 J Shri Subodh Hansda:
7 Shri 8. C. Samanta:
| Shri M. L. Dwivedi:

Will the Minister of Community De-
velopment, Panchayati Raj and Co-
operation be pleased to state:
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(a) how many cooperative farming
societies were organised during 1961-
62 outside the pilot projects;

(b) how many of them are within
Community Development blocks;

(c) how many of them have been
converted from service cooperatives;
and

(d) how many are concerned with
the production of Foodgrains?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Community Development, Pan-
chayati Raj and Cooperation (Shri S.
D. Misra): (a) 507 cooperative farm-
ing societies were organised cduring
1961-62 outside the pilot projects. A
statement showing the statewise break
up of societies organised is laid on
the Table of the House. [See Appendix
II, annexure No. 42].

(b) to (d). The information is being
collected from the State Governments
and will be furnished to the Sabha as
soon as it is available.

National Highway No. 6

[ Shri S. B. Dass:
15457 Shri Subodh Hansda:
7 Shri Basumatari:

| Shri 8. C. Samanta:

Will the Minister of Transport and
Communications be pleased to state:

(a) whether any progress has been
made as to the survey and soil testing
of Highway No. 6 from Kolaghat to
Kharagpur; N





