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(a) whether any further decision !has 
been taken with regard to the holy 
shrines left in Pakistan; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor? 

The Prime Minister and MinIster of 
ExterDal Affairs and Minister of Ato-
mic Energy (Shri Jawaharlal Nehru): 
(a) to (c). No Sir. The Second meet-
ing of the Indo-Pakistan Joint Com-
mittee on Shrines has not yet taken 
pl-a.ce. The Government of Pakistan 
have so far not responded to our in-
vitation extended to them in February, 
1962. 

Staple Fibre FactOries 

'720. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
be pleased to state the progress made 
50 far in the direction of establishing 
staple fibre factories to meet the cottOn 
ihortage in the country? 

The MiJdster of International Trade 
In the Ministry of Commerce and in-
dustry (Shri Manubhai Shah): Two 
units are already manufacturing staple 
fibre with a total capacity of 56 million 
100. '\ The question of establishing 
additional capacity is under examina-
tion. 

Tea Auction Market in Assam 

'721. Shri ·P. C. Borooah: Will the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry be 
pleased to state: 

(oa) whether a decision has been 
taken on the question of opening a 
tea auction market in Assam; and 

(b) if so, what action has been 
taken in pursuance of the decision? 

The Minister of International Trade 
ia the MiniStry of Commerce and in-
dustry (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) and 
(b). No, Sir. 

Tea Production 

'722. Sbri P. C. Borooah: Will the 
Minister of Commerce and IndustrJ 
be pl.ssed to state: 

(a) whether tea production in Nor-
thern India in June this year had de-
creased; 

(b) if so, how it compared with the 
tea production in that region last year; 
and 

(c) whether this decline is attribu-
table to certain specific factories, a:nd 
if so, what? 

The Minister or International Trade 
In the Ministry of Commerce and in-
dustry (.Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) 
and (b). Production of tea in North 
E:lstern India in June, 1962 amounted 
to 29.5 m. kgms. compared to 31.5 m. 
kgms during June, 1961, thereby show-
ing a decrease in production by about 
2 million kgms. 

(c) The decline was mainly due to 
excessive rains and floods in the Assam 
Valley and Cachar. 

Development of Tea Garden 

723. Shri P. C. Borooah: Will the 
Minister of Commerce and industrY 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is a scheme for 
development of tea gardens by exten-
sion of promising small gardens and 
closure of uneconomic ones; and 

(b) if so, how many small tea gar-
dens in (i) North Eastern and (ii} 
other parts of the country, are to be-
extended and how many uneconomic 
gardens are to be closed? 

The Minister or international Trade 
in the Ministry of Commerce and in-
dustry (Shrl ManubbaJ Shah): (a) No. 
Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Exchange Of Fire Between Indo-Pak. 
Border Police in J. & K. 

725 J Shrl P. C. Borooah: 
. L 8hrl Raghunath Singh: 

Will the Prime Minister be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there 
occurred a heavy exchange of fire bet-
ween Pakistani anned troops and Civi-
lians, Ot!l the one aide and Indian 
border police and viUagers on the 
other in Chha!lllb area of J'ammu on 
the 13th July, 1962; 

(b) if so, the cause of the fire-ex-
cha.nge; and 

(e) easualities, if any, suffered by 
either side? 

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
External Affairs and Minister of Ato-
mic Energy (Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru): 
(a) No Sir. 

(b) and (c). Does :not arise. 

12 hrs. 

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

DIGGING OF TRENCHES BY PAKISTANI 
ARMED FORCES ALONG THE WEST 

BENGAL-PAKISTAN BORDER 

Shrl Yash Pal Singh (Kairana): Sir, 
Lmder Rule 197 I call the attention of 
the Prime Minister to the foil awing 
matter of urgent public importance 
and I request that he may make a 
statement thereon: 

"Reported digging of trenches by 
Pakistani Armed Forces along the 
West Bengal-Pakistani bordf>r". 

The Minister Of stale in the Min-
istry of External Alfairs (Shrlmati 
Lakshmi Menon): Information has 
been received trO'ID the Government· 
of West Bengal O.n 13th August, 1962, 
confirming that some trenches "seem 
to have lbeen dug" near the Pakistan 
Border Output Jadarpur, opposite the 
Indian viUage Madhupur and Haripur, 
about 15 years of the de jure boundry. 

The West Bengal Government 
received a report about the digging of 
these trenches from the district au-
thorities on the 6th of August, 1962. 
o.n the ~h of August, 1962 the West 
Bengal Government filed a protest 
with the East Pakistan Government 
describing the digging of trenches on 
the Pakistan territory so close to the 
de jure boundary line as a violation 
of the ground rules and a contribution 
to the heightening of tension in thp. 
area. 

The West Bengal Government also 
5tated on the telephcme that the D.I.G. 
(Border Police) was trying to collect 
more facts and that close watch was 




