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Neyveli Lignite

601. Shri Umanath: Will the Minis­
te r of Steel and Heavy Industries be
pleased to state:

(a) w hether it is a fact that techni­
cal consultants have been appointed 
for preparing detailed project report 
io r the proposed steel plant on Salem 
Iron Ore and Neyveli lignite;

(b) if so, who are the technical con­
sultants;

(c) the terms on which they have 
been appointed and all connected de­
tails; and

(d) when they are required to sub­
m it their report and what are the 
points on which they are required to 
recommend?

The Minister of Steel and Heavy 
Industries (Shri C. Subramaniam):
(a) to (d). The appointment of Messrs 
Dastur & Co., a firm of consultants 
for preparing a Detailed Project Re­
port for a steel plant based on Ney­
veli Lignite and Salem or other Iron 
Ores, is a t present under the consi­
deration of Government. Details re ­
garding the scope of the report and 
other terms and conditions are yet to 
be settled.

Unsettled Claims of L l.C. Policy 
Holders

602. Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: Will the 
Minister of Finance be pleased to 
state:

(a) the number of claims of 
policy holders of the Life Insurance 
Corporation that have remained un­
settled and unpaid for (i) over two 
years; (ii) over one year; (iii) over 
six months and (iv) over three 
months;

(b) the reasons for the delay in
settlement and payment of claims; 
and

(c) the average time taken in the 
disposal of claims?

The Minister of Finance (Shri 
Morarji Desai): (a) to (c). The in­

formation is being collected and will 
be laid on the Table of the House as 
soon as available.

Plant for High-octane Petrol

603. Shri Hem Barua: Will the
Minister of Mines and Fuel be pleased
to state: (a) w hether Government
propose to establish a plant for obtain­
ing high-octane petrol in the State of 
Gujarat;

(b) w hether it is a fact that this 
installation has been designed by Ihe 
Soviet engineers;

(c) whether Government had made 
enquiries from other countries for 
obtaining such a plant; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

The Minister of Mines and Fuel 
(Shri K. D. Malaviya): (a) One of the
units in the Gujarat Refinery is ex­
pected to be a Platformer, which is 
designed to upgrade the octanc rating 
of straight-run motor spirit fractions.

(b) This is being designed by Soviet 
party, as a part of the design of the 
whole refinery project in terms of the 
Indo-Soviet Agreement.

(c) and (d). Do not arise.
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