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Supply of Foodgrains to West Bengal

95. Shri Sarkar Murmu: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any foodgrains have
been supplied to the Government of
West Bengal during the current fin-
ancial year;

(b) if so, the quantity supplied;

(c) whether the Government of
West Bengal have asked the Centre
for more foodgrains; and

(d) it so, whether Government pro-
pose to supply the required quantity
of rice to West Bengal?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
A, M. Thomas): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) During the period from  1st
April to middle of July, 1962 about
33,000 tonnes of rice and 189,000 tonnes
of wheat have been supplied Lo West
Bengal from Central Stocks.

(c) and (d). Whatever quantity of
foodgrains |is actually ndeded for
distribution in West Bengal is sup-
plied by the Centire in consultation
with the State Government.

Cash Crops
96. Shri M. K. Kumaran: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Goﬁarnmefnt have con-
sidered the suggestion put forward
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by some experts that production of
cash crops should be encouraged in
Kerala even at the risk of decreasing

food production; and

(b) if so, whether the Central
Goverament have arrived at any con-
clusion in giving advice to the State
Government with regard to the pat-
tern of future devlopment of agri-
culture in Kerala?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): (a) and (b). During
the course of discussions on the
Kerala State Plan in December 1960.
in which technical experts partici-
pated, the Kerala Government were:
advised to concentrate on promoting
increased production of certain cash
crops such as rubber, coconut, areca-
nut, cashewnut, spies etc. in preference
to foodgrains.

Popularisation of Wheat and Wheat
Products

97. Shri M. K. Kumaran: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any scheme:
to popularise wheat and wheat pro-
ducts among people in the rice-eat=
ing regioas in the country; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
A. M, Thomas): (a) and (b). There
is no specific scheme in operation at
present. /However, wheat is being
made available freely in the rire-
consuming States with a view to en-
couraging its consumption. In cer-
tain areas, part of the demand for
rice is being met by the distribution
of wheat, Efforts have also been
made from time to time by various
organisations and agencies to popu=
larise wheat and wheat products by
the demonstration of varied recipes
and the Government have encourag-
ed and assisted such efforts.





