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tive foods. The deficiencies are mu, t-
ly due to lack of proteins, vitamins A, 
B romplex, C, Calcium and Iron. 

(r) Fdllowmg steps ~3ve been taken 
to popularise low cost balanced diets 
~nd protective foods ete.:-

(1) A Nutrition Wing has been 
estahlished in the Ministry of Food 
and Agriculture inter-aUa with the 
obje<:'t Of working out the composition 
Of low-cost balanced diets for differ-
ent regions. based on locally availabll' 
foodstuffs; 

(2) Two pilot plants for the pr.)-
duction of low-fat edible ground"uf 
flour which is a rich source at prot"jr,. 
are being set up with UNICEF assist· 
ance and with the collaboration or 
the private industry ot Bomb· 
and Coimbalol'l'. An t'ventual annual 
production of 3000 tons of edj~,:" 
groundnut flour is envisaged. 

(3) Schemes for the production ar.d 
utilization of other items of subsidi'lfv 
foods, such as Tapioca Macarvn'i, 
Vegetablt' Milk, etc. art' under cor,;I-
dl·ration. 

(4) Mobile ExtenSion Units " .. (' 
being set up for undertakin~ tne 
dt."l'Ilonstration of low-cost balanced 
diets and recipes prepared from littlc-
known foods; fostering a diversifica-
tion of thl' dietary so as to inn"iI e 
its nutritional eontents, ('te. 

(5) Expanded Nutrition Projel'ts 
bave been started in difft'renl Stat"" 
with the assistancp of UNICEF and 
FAO with the objective of eonvertitlg 
village communities to sound practices 
in relation to the production and 
eonsumption of protective foods and 
to encourage through a programme of 
nutrition education. self-help in this 
regard. 

(6) Suitabl\, 
of Brochures, 
etc. has been 
education and 
cost nutritious 

materia] in the form 
Posters, Pamphlet~, 

issued for nu tr' t iO:1 
popularisation of luw 
and balanced diets. 

Aircraft used In Civil Aviation 

93. Shri Sham Lal Saraf: Will the 
Minister of Transport and Communi-
(:ations be pleased to state: 

(a) the tyPt' of aircrafts that are 
in use in civil aviation in the coun-
tl'y, their Cl'uis:ng speed capacity to 
carry passengers and freight in each 
sllch type; and 

(b) how these aircrafts compare' 
with aircrafts in use for eivil avia-
tion in advanced countries of the 
world'! 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Transport aDd Communication 
(Shri Mohiuddln): (a) and (b). A 
statement showing the passenger 
seadng ('apacity. cruising speed etc. 
of aircraft operated by the nationa-
lised Corporations and private opera-
tors in India as well as thoS€ used 
b,' foreign Airlines operating to and 
a('ross India is laid on the Table. 
IS('(' Appendix I, anl1('xure No. l7J 

It will be noted that the aircraft 
operah.'d by Indian operators are also 
bei.ng llsed by other operators of 
countries advancpd in aviation. 
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Supply of FoOdgrains to West Bengal 

95. Shri Sarkar Murmu: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether any foodgrains have 
been supplied to the Government of 
West Bengal during the current fin-
an~ial year; 

(b) if so, the quantity supplied; 

(c) whether the Government of 
West BengaJ have asked the Centre 
for more foodgrains; and 

(d) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to supply the required quantity 
of rice to West Bengal? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri 
A. M. Thomas): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) During the period from 1st 
April to middle of July, 1962 about 
33,000 tonnes of rice and 189,000 tonnes 
of wheat have been supplied to We,t 
BenE:al from Central Stocks. 

(c) and (d). Whatever quantity of 
foodgrains lis bctuaUly nGeded 'for 
distributio:J in West Bengal is sup-
plied by the Centre in consultation 
with the State Government. 

Cash Crops 

96. Shri M. K. Kumaran: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Gofernment have con-
sidered the suggestion put forward 

by some experts that production of 
cash crops should be encouraged in 
Kerala even at the risk of decreasing 

. fOOd production; and 

(b) if so, whether the Cen tral 
Government have arrived at any con-
clusion in giving advicE' to the State 
Government with regard to the pat-
tern of future devlopment of agri-
cultufl' in Kerala? 

The Minister of State in the Mini<;-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh): (a) and (b). During 
the course of discussions on the 
Kerala State Plan in December 1960. 
in whkh technical Qx.perts partici-
p3.ted, the Kerala Government were' 
advised to concentrate on promoting 
increased production Of certain cash 
crops such as rubber, coconut. areca-
nut, cashewnut, spies etc. in preferenCe 
to foodgrains. 

Popularisation Of Wheat and Wheat 
ProtIum 

97. Shri M. K. Kumaran: Will the' 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be' 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any scheme 
to popula,·;sc wheat and wh~~t pro-
dUl'~3 among P('()1l1c in 1h(~ l':C'c-eat-
ing rcgio~s in th(' country; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minr.;;-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri 
A. M. ThOmas): (a) and (b). There 
is no specific scheme in operation at 
present. !HoweV\er, wheat is being 
made available freely in the ri~e

consuming States with a view to en-
couraging its consumption. In cer-
tain areas. part of the demand for 
rice is being met by the distribution 
of wheat. Efforts have also been 
made from time to time by various 
organisations and agencies to popu-
larise wheat and wheat products by 
the demonstration of varied recipes; 
and the Government have encourag-
ed and assisted such efforts. 




