6403 Written Answers

cable. As a result of the examina-
tion, the forms and returns under the
Labour and Factory Rules as also
under the Central Excise Rules which
together constitute the bulk of the
forms and returns required of the tea
estates have been standardised and
simplified.

Prices of Jute in Tripura

1897. Shri Dasaratha Deb: Will the
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a) what is the average price of
jute in Tripura this year;

(b) how does it compare with price
of jute in the previous year; and

(c) the steps taken to
price high?

keep the

The Minister of International Trade
in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a)
to (c). The price of raw jute during
1960-61 season ruled at abnormally
high levels owing to acute scarcity ot
the fibre as a result of two successive
bad crops. These prices therefore
were abnormal and as such not com-
parable. The price of Assam Bottom
in Tripura in 1961-62 varied from
Rs. 29/- to Rs. 20/- the corresponding
price at Calcutta being Rs. 39 ana
Rs. 30/- respectively. Special efforts
are being made to support prices by
stepping up purchases by the Buffer
Stock Association.

Mica Export Duty Rate

1898. Shri Yallamanda Reddy: Will
the Minister of Labour and Employ-
ment be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are con-
templating to raise the rate of the
mica export duty in order to enhance
financial assistance to the Mica Mines
Labour Welfare Fund;

(b) if so, when; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?
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The Minister of Labour in the Min-
istry of Labour and Employment
(Shri Hathi): (a) No.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) An accumulated balance of
about Rs. 2-0 crores in the Mica Mines
Labour Welfare Fund.
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