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PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, | rise to speak on the Resolution regarding Beautification and Modernization of Railway Stations moved by Shri Reddeppa

Nallakonda Gari.lt is good that for a change the Railway Minister is here. He may listen to some of our points. We discussed this during the general discussion on the

Budget also but he was not there. As has been mentioned, yes, when the Budget discussions were taking place, he should have been present here.

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Hon. Member, the Railway Minister himself is here.

....(Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Now he is here. When the Budget was being discussed, he was not here. That is all what | am saying. ....(Inrerruptfons) | am saying it
because the Railway Budget is a part of the General Budget. ....(/nterruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: No discussion has taken place on the Demands for Grants on Railways. That will be discussed in the second part of the Budget Session.
....(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: The presence of the Railway Minister is not required when the Budget discussion is going on.

....(Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Sir, | did not like it when Mr. Arun Jaitley, the then Finance Minister removed the separate Budget for Railways. | think it would have been a

good idea if Railways still had a separate budget. But that is the NDA Government?s priority, and they did it. ....(lnterruptfons) Now, this year, a huge amount of
money has been given to the Railways, which is Rs.2.40 lakh crore. The Minister said that this will be spent mainly on track renewal, doubling, improvement of stations
and Vande Bharat trains. | saw a speech by the Railway Minister at the Times Literature Festival, where he said that the Prime Minister called him, and asked if he
could do it. Then, he put his engineers together and said that they would do it at their own, and not import coaches from abroad.

Now, may | ask the hon. Railway Minster, what is so high-tech about Vande Bharat train? They are semi-high speed trains. There are many high speed trains
in the world, and this is not a rocket science to start Vande Bharat trains. It is a good thing that he is trying to introduce trains which run up to a speed of 180 km per
hour. It is a good thing. It is also good that he is thinking in terms of Vande Metro trains, which will run at a speed at 120 km per hour. | think that it is strange about
Railways that they carry about 224 million passengers every day. Their earnings come from freight whereas much money is spent on the passenger traffic.

....(Interruptions)

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, | have a problem. ....(Interruptfons) While | speak, all BJP Members are going and talking to the hon. Railway Minister.



....(Interruptions) How would he listen to my words? ....(Interruptions) They are discussing with him their local issues. ....(Interruptions) | think they

should do it later. ....(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, please avoid disturbance.

? (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, a very serious discussion is going on. A very important discussion on Private Members? Resolution is going on in the House.

2 (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Railway Minister is spending time in the House. Kindly avoid discussing with him at this time. The hon. Minister has to listen to the hon.
Member.

? (Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Sir, now, let me start by thanking the Railway Minster. He said that Railways would not be privatised. A few years back this Government
was thinking of privatising parts of Railways. In England there is one Grandson?s Rail. Like that, there will be Adani?s Rail or Ambani?s Rail. Fortunately, that has
been stopped. Earlier, the Government was also thinking of privatising the modernisation projects of railway stations. | am thankful again ? please do not be irritated ?
that he has said that station development should be done by the Railways themselves, and no private parties will be engaged. Railway is the greatest national
asset that we have. It is 170 years old this year. It started in 1853 from Mumbai to Thane.

So, we have to maintain this asset. Now, the Railway Minister is putting emphasis on three things. He wants to modernise coaches of Shatabdi, Duronto,
Rajdhani etc. He wants to start Vande Bharat and Vande Metro trains. He is also going to introduce hydrogen trains, that is, trains powered by hydrogen. He has said
that he will run them on the Kalka-Shimla and New Jalpaiguri-Darjeeling routes. | appreciate that.

The Railway Minister has also said that he has given a lot of money to the States. UP has got an allocation of Rs. 14,761 crore; Madhya Pradesh - Rs.
13,607 crore; and West Bengal - Rs. 11,970 crore. It is a fair allocation. | would urge the Railway Minister that let him use the ? (InterruptfonS)
Y frF g TAR PR (BT STeT, T8 Tae Hoxi e &, 7o St & 7o 781 & | IS ot et waher 8 1 2 (S YTH)

5. THTd I : w7, ST | 2 (SATET)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please sit down. Nothing is going on record except Prof. Sougata Ray?s speech.
? (Interruptions) ?%
PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Sir, my point is quite simple. | want the Railway Minister to complete all the projects that Mamata Banerjee had started when she was

Railway Minister at the Centre.

Now, what is happening? He would know that Arambagh-Bishnupur line or Tarakeshwar?Vishnupur line is still not complete. If the Railway Minister has a



problem, he should go to West Bengal, speak to Chief Minister and settle the land issue. Why is he not doing this?

Secondly, all cities other than Kolkata have got Metros run jointly by the State Government, the Railways and the Urban Development Ministry at the Centre.
The Railways have nothing to do with the metro trains even in Delhi. But around Kolkata, all the metro trains are Railway properties.

Now, he is doing something that is strange. He is completing one-third portion of a line and inaugurating it. He has done Salt Lake to Sealdah, but the train has
to go beyond Howrah. It is hanging in that position. He has done Joka to Taratala, but the train has to go up to BBD Bagh. It is lying there. He has done New Garia to
Ruby, but the train has to go up to airport. It is lying there. All that | would urge him is to complete the projects which have progressed somewhat; not to take up too
many projects and leave them incomplete. It leaves a bad taste in the mouth. He should consider doing that. The Railways? style is that you continue projects for
years. You give an allocation of one rupee or one hundred rupees and the project continues. That is not the way.

Sir, as far as West Bengal is concerned, | would urge him to complete the started projects as soon as possible and also declare a timeline that the Railways
would complete such and such project by such and such time so that people are not in limbo and they do not wait till kingdom come, for when the Minister will
complete the projects.

Sir, he has mentioned that 1,275 stations, including New Delhi, Mumbai and Kanpur ? (InterruptionS)

#Y e AR WHHR : STeT, VAT BIHF-TT TIoae &, S T ST Sl T+ S IR fohaT T &2 I8 Biirg & g grar ar | 2 (SAd YT)
AR AHTafe : Puar SfaT |

oY, T I - amads &5 3 ot Sy &4

N fee PR WHSR : <<, 379 0T 981 eiar & | 2 (Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, hon. Minister is sitting here. Why are you interfering? Hon. Minister can reply to it.

? (Interruptions)

17.00 hrs

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: You are heckling. ? (/nterruptions) Tell me. 2 (Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please understand.

2 (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Minister is sitting here. Whatever point he is raising, he can reply to it.
2 (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please sit down. It is not necessary.

? (Interruptions)



7t R TR AR : R, 3T 2T & G & 12 (AT T TTATd dTd 91 ¥ 6 12 (SIaUTH) 31T Uiolae &1 A1 §d1sy 1? @@am)

s, AT ¥ - o=, ASA A, H IS SATE 12 (STIUT) §H TG, 379 I3 A WL 12 @ae) 31 Sf3T, a8 I 12 gy 31
Ugd Sfe T, a9 T 12 (aUH)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please sit down.

? (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Sougata Ray ji, you can continue.

? (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: You address the Chair.

2 (Interruptions)
PROF. SOUGATA RAY: He keeps on speaking.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: No need to reply to him.

? (Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: You address the Chair.

? (Interruptions)
PROF. SOUGATA RAY: He has said that 1,275 stations, including New Delhi, Mumbai, Kanpur? (/nterruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: |t is a Private Member?s Resolution. Please sit down.

2 (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: He is not yielding.

2 (Interruptions)

< FARIPTa g : meren, AT UTE e 31T TSR B 12 (@IIYT) BRI U T 3SR 8, I A1 U3 12 (SFIYUTH)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: | want to know why the name of Howrah is not included in the list of stations which will be upgraded. ? (InterruptfonS)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Let him complete. Please sit down.

2 (Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Sir, | want to say that Railway is our national asset. ? (InterruptforIS)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Just a minute. Nishikant ji is raising a Point of Order.

2 (Interruptions)



PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Sir, he is a professional heckler. Allow him.

31 AR g : w a7 115 & Siaid Wi Helcy &1 STERM ¢ | 39 UG ol 98 | 39 e H R-ER fe fhd! AR &l
AT ST &, T el Sl § o ST Sard HaAl 371 | TR, Wiehr Bl STIRERM 115 ¢ | Tl el 39 U § 96 g ot +ff e a1
gfe arar & fob il HaR A Terd fopar oY S IHPT SaTe S HIASC © 12 (AIUTH)

IR, T UIEe 3 3iax § 3R I8 91d IR & 3R P < DI oH A4 &1 axgerdl g | T3t i 781 U a0 & dR W g,
3l & foh 3 T TaATd § 12 (SIaUT) U8 SRR § 12 (TaYTH) 3 I8¢ 8, 34 & MR WA S § 12 (TaH)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: He does not know the rules. He stands up. ? (/nterruptions) He has to show his face to the Minister that he is heckling the Opposition.

Very good. You will get some credit for this. Very good. ? (/nterruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please sit down.

? (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Why are you interfering?

? (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: When you were speaking, nobody interfered.

2 (Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Lastly, the Minister among all Ministers is a competent one. He has a degree in engineering from an |IT. Once an accident took place. He
went under the carriage and tried to fix the problem or find out the problem himself. He has also brought some good changes in the Railway administrative setup. He is
a little overburdened because the Government does not have enough competent people. So, he has been given both IT and Railways. But people still have some hope
about it.

< FRIPTa g9 : w, 319 31U 3T R H 27 (TIYM) Tg YUTHAT St BT ISR g ATT81 § 12 (IUH)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: He is congratulating the hon. Minister.

2 (Interruptions)

. ﬁﬁlﬂ)‘lﬂ@% s araar g 2 (aqauﬂ)ﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬂa"raﬁ 3D dTd il 2 SIdYT)
s, T X - 9 1 il crdi e <& & 12 (AT YT

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member is congratulating the hon. Minister.

2 (Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Sir, he does not like any Minister to be praised. ? (InterruptionS)



HON. CHAIRPERSON: You please conclude.
2 (Interruptions)
PROF. SOUGATA RAY: He wants to be a Minister himself.

Lastly, | would say that he is trying to do many hi-tech things. Yesterday, | was reading Kalam sahib?s autobiography ?Wings of Fire?. There, | found out how
to develop a single satellite launch vehicle and how to build a team. Together, they produced indigenously manufactured satellite launch vehicle. Nothing can be done
by the Raliway Minister alone. He has to develop a team. He already has RDSO, Railway Design and Standard Organisation. He goes to school children and says that
the Prime Minister told me to do it and | did it. When | did it, Prime Minister said do even better. We have no objection. You have been appointed by the Prime Minister.
You may praise him. But before anything, let him look at the basics. Let him improve the cleanliness of the stations, of the railway toilets, and of the toilets in the
coaches. And lastly, let him stop the theft of railway property.

Let him stop the pilferage of railway properties ? (InterruptionS)? because even a small thing will make a difference. ? (!nterruptfonS) aq@—q W
&2 CELIG)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shrimati Locket Chatterjee, please sit down.

2 (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, please sit down.

2 (Interruptions)

siv. TITE T e 1 3 ot o wired, TGT IR & T GRTT 12 SAIYUTH) 31T BT Teguyt H St 3R JHTa 12 Saer)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Sougata Ray Ji, please conclude.

2 (Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: Sir, | thank the hon. Railway Minister? ? (lnterruptionS)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: You have already made your point. Please conclude.

2 (Interruptions)

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: | have nothing to say about the East Coast Railways ? (InterruptfonS)? | said, do it for Eastern Railways, South-Eastern Railways and

metro railways in Kolkata. ? ? (/nterruptions) 34 S Wﬁ@@ 3R AR AIferd 12 (ddYT-)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Malook Nagar Ji.

2 (Interruptions)
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HON CHAIRPERSON: Please come to the subject.
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SHRI UTTAM KUMAR REDDY (NALGONDA): Chairman, Sir, | thank you for the opportunity given to me to speak on the Resolution moved
by Shri N. Reddeppa regarding Railways. The Railway Minister is here and | wish to take this opportunity to appeal to you to
sanction pending issues of Telangana State and of my Constituency.

As per Section 93, Schedule 13 of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014, Rapid Rail Connectivity Projects were supposed to be started and completed

by 2024, but none have been started as yet. As a follow-up of this provision, we had been repeatedly appealing for high-speed rail connectivity from Hyderabad to
Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh via Narketpalli, Nakrekal, Suryapet and Kodad. The land has already been acquired adjacent to the National Highway 65 and no land

acquisition is required. We once again appeal to the Railway Minister to sanction a direct Railway line from Hyderabad to Vijayawada via Suryapet and Kodad, and
provide high-speed Rail connectivity.

Sir, through you, | wish to appeal to the Railway Minister that there is a proposed Railway line between Dornakal and Miryalaguda via Mudigonda,
Nelakondapalli, Kodad, Huzurnagar and Nereducherla. | wish to request the Railway Minister to consider early completion of the Detailed Project Report and early
commencement of work on this line.

Through you, | would like to bring to the notice of the Government that this is a very high potential area, being the hub of cement manufacturing in India and
also of rice milling in India. This railway line, when completed, from Dornakal to Miryalaguda via Mudigonda, Nelakondapalli, Koad, Huzurnagar, and Nereducherla,
will also give you a good return on investment, and the line itself will be economically and financially viable for the Railways.

Through you, | would like to appeal to the Railway Minister about a goods train that is now running from Jaggayapet in Andhra Pradesh to Melacheru to

Mattampally to Jaanpad to Miryalaguda. Only a goods train runs on this route. We have been appealing to the Railways for quite some time to also run passenger



trains on this route. We were informed that the Commissioner of Railway Safety is not permitting passenger trains to run on this route. Through you, | would like to
bring to the notice of the Government that it would not be desirable for a railway line on which goods trains are running, to be converted to a line on which passenger
trains can run. | wish to request that passenger trains be run on this route from Jaggayapet in Andhra Pradesh to Melacheru to Mattampally to Jaanpad to Miryalaguda
in Hyderabad and | also request a shuttle train from Melacheru to Hyderabad. Through you, | wish to bring to the notice of the Railway Minister that at Miryalaguda
railway station in my parliamentary constituency, several high speed trains were stopping before COVID-19, but in the changes made post-COVID-19, the stoppings
had been removed. | wish to appeal to you that all high speed trains passing through Miryalaguda must stop at Miryalaguda.

Also, Sir, | would like to appeal to the Railway Ministry for the modernisation and beautification of railway stations under the Adarsh Station Scheme and
please take up some rural railway stations also. | appeal to you to take up Miryalaguda and Nalgonda railway stations for modernisation and beautification.

Finally, | would like to remind the Railway Minister that a railway coach factory in Kazipet was guaranteed in the Reorganisation Act that created Telangana
State. However, even after nine years, this Government does not talk about it. | wish to bring to the notice of the Railway Minister that Vande Bharat coaches are
manufactured in a private company by the name, Medha, in Hyderabad, and sent to the ICF and RCF in Perambur and Kapurthala, respectively. We wish to appeal to
you that as per the assurance given in the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, the same shell of the Vande Bharat coach, which is being manufactured in Hyderabad,

the completion of the coach, instead of sending it to Perambur or to Kapurthala, please get the completion work at least done in Kazipet in Telangana.



SHRI LAVU SRIKRISHNA DEVARAYALU (NARASARAOPET): Sir, this is moved by our Party Member, Shri Shri Reddeppa Nallakonda Gari. There are three
requests that he is asking in this Private Members Resolution, which is regarding operationalisation of South Coast Railway Zone and creation of a Railway
Recruitment Board. This was a promise that was made in the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. It has been almost nine years since this Act came into effect.
Andhra Pradesh's people have been waiting for this railway zone to happen. It has been promised and agreed upon that it would be established, but we still are not
able to see a single building that has come up with regard to this zone, Sir. We demand on behalf of the people of Andhra Pradesh that this Railway zone be
established as soon as possible.

With respect to the Railway Recruitment Board, a lot of youth are job-ready, but they have to go to faraway places to write the exam. We also demand that this
Railway Recruitment Board, which has also been promised, be established at Visakhapatnam.

The other request is for the country's railway stations to be modernised and upgraded. | spoke about it earlier as well. The Railway Ministry is upgrading it and
has budgeted heavily for it. This year alone, for Andhra Pradesh, they have given almost Rs.8,700 crore, correct me if | am wrong.

Every year, even last year also, they gave Rs. 7000 crore. If you look at the expenditure, not even 50 or 60 per cent is spent. This year also, they kept about
Rs. 8,400 crore. | do not know whether they are going to spend it or not. The reason is that the capital expenditure that the Railways has put up for Andhra Pradesh is
actually for laying the new railway line. There were new railway lines proposed for Andhra Pradesh, The agreements were made before 2014, before our State got
bifurcated, when we had good revenues in our State. After our State got bifurcated, we had a revenue deficit, which everyone knows in this House. For the last nine
years, we have been talking about it. After the revenue deficit, it has been the situation for Andhra Pradesh for the last nine years that we are urging the Railway
Minister and the Railway Board to reconsider the agreements that were made with Andhra Pradesh in regard to new railway lines that have been proposed. For
example, in my constituency, from Nadikudi to Srikalahasti, the railway line is very much needed.

Earlier, Nishikant ji mentioned about how railway lines have brought a lot of development and everything, but this railway line is very much needed because the
existing one, whenever there is a huge flood or cyclone, always get disturbed. The work for the second railway line has been pending for so long. The reason they
keep on giving is that the State Government is not giving land but agreements were made before 2014. | request the Ministry to sit with the State Government and
revise these agreements because they have done that before in Jharkhand and Bihar. They have given that provision so that the State Government chips in lesser
amount than was actually agreed upon to complete the project. We are requesting the Railway Minister to do the same thing for all the new railway lines that have
been proposed for Andhra Pradesh.

| just want to know from the Railway Minister whether the Ministry is looking at the railways as a business or the service. | understand that the railway freight is

a business but they need to look at passengers as service. For example, look at Andhra Pradesh or Tamil Nadu. We all run RTC buses in our State. If we look at it as



business, we will be closing all the RTC services because none will be making money. In my constituency, almost 17 or 18 trains were running before COVID-19 and
there were enough stoppages which have reduced to seven. | request the Railway Minister to consider those trains. We are requesting again and again. We came into
this situation wherein instead of asking for a new train, we have to ask for reinstatement of the old train. It is so embarrassing to even go to the constituency because
the people ask us, "Sir, earlier we had 17 trains running. How can you bring it down to only 7?" So, | want to know whether the Railway Minister is looking at it as a
business or a service.

In my Guntur district, trains were running for the last hundred years, | have seen how growth has taken place in the Guntur district. Education has come in and
trade has expanded. So, | want to know whether the Minister is looking at it as a business, hence cutting down on trains. They are putting this idea in our mind. For
Vande Bharat Express, ticket cost is five times or six times of the normal ticket. Vande Bharat Express is meant for one segment of people but for middle class or
lower-middle class, we need to restart the trains that were running before COVID-19. | urge upon the Minister to restart the trains and | also urge upon the Minister to
fulfil whatever promises they made regarding the A. P. Reorganisation Act, the South Coast Railway Zone, and the Railway Recruitment Board to be established in
Vizag.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, | have to inform that two hours have already been taken on this resolution thus almost exhausting the time allotted for
discussion. There are still eight Members to speak on the resolution. If the House agrees, we may extend the time by two more hours.
SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: Sir, | was under the impression that the discussion on this Private Member?s Resolution started today, and it started after 3:30 p.m.

3‘ﬁ? \3’[‘1-?" ":ll-(:f: U'IT:T "1E.?|. GI\;l % | 1t is not even two hours.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: The time allotted for the Resolution is two hours, and the next Resolution has to be taken up but more Members want to speak on this.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: Sir, initially | should say, as we are deliberating on the functioning of Railways, special focus is on Andhra Pradesh. The largest
transportation and logistics that we have in our country is unique in the world. It is the fourth largest transportation system that we have. When the Budget has just
been discussed, | would say on Railways we find a significant feature. It has set aside nearly a quarter of its total capex outlay of around Rs.10 lakh crore. The
budgetary support amounts to Rs.2.4 lakh crore. The goal is to raise the share of railway freight traffic from 27 per cent, the road transport share is 64 per cent, to 45

per cent. That is the aim that Railways has now. Freight earnings are 2.5 times the passenger earnings. It is possible to improve on both counts.

The Railways must adapt to become a transporter of FMCG, automobiles, and other high value products for which last-mile connect is important. On the
passenger side, upper class travel should remain competitive vis-a-vis air and road travel. There is scope to raise both traffic and freight revenue despite pensions at
over 25 per cent of the total operating expenses. | would come to my constituency aspect a little later.
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This reminds me that when Nitish Kumar was the Minister of Railways 20 years back he created a fund, Railway Safety Fund, especially for the safety of the

railways and also for the passengers.

Ty 2023-24 ¥ FATFARI I YeTd Bl 70 &R BRIS SR Pl HHIS BT A & | YoId = Hivier fad af 7 fRmwmaR, 2022 9% H1el Zolls F 12,478 BRI 9 $HI B8 &t | 3t
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& A Yo AT Sff & G H AT AR & QR e, ST U <1 7, ST ATeigoie dR IE 8 |

IHDT AISAZOI IR W & | It is an ultra-modern railway station that is being built. When the Bhubaneswar railway station is being built, which is in the capital

of our State, it is ultra-modern. If one looks at the design, it looks like a modern airport that has been built throughout our country. But when | see the design of
Cuttack railway station, | go back to the Islamic age. Why is it so? Why cannot we build a design that is ultra-modern, at least which will be something which is 100

years ahead? You may have modern amenities inside the station which are necessary.
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2 Y = Y = Y
éE'—'i R¢1d ﬁ ST gldh X g Xadd o[+ d-] % | Despite repeated assurances from the Railway Ministry, South Central Railway has been created by taking

away portions of Andhra Pradesh from East Coast Railway thereby effectively making East Coast Railway a very small Railway with less relevance.

The Government of Odisha and the hon. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik have repeatedly asked for unification of all railway assets over Odisha State under
East Coast Railway headquarters at Bhubaneswar. Here the question lies. A mistake was made some nine years ago when bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh occurred.
When Lok Sabha discussed it, deliberated, there was difference of opinion also. A lot of trouble also happened in the Well of the House. You were also a witness to
that. | was also attacked with pepper spray and | had to run out. So, | fully remember my experience that day. But during that discussion in Lok Sabha, there was no
mention about formation of another zone at Visakhapatnam; neither it was there in the Bill. But when it went to the Rajya Sabha, because of strong opposition during
some discussion, this was incorporated and subsequently it came to Lok Sabha again. But here, | would say, for the first time, a State-specific zone was created by
that law.

If that is so, Odisha?s demand is this. Why do you not make a State-specific zone, East Coast Railway? You have a part of it in Bilaspur, a part of it in South

Eastern Railway. Now, a part of it also goes to Visakhapatnam. Ultimately what will remain is only Sambalpur Division and Khurda Road Division. Jharsuguda is not

there; Rourkela is not there. Most of the Ib Valley transport will be not there. So, how can this zone survive? If you are making a zone functional in Visakhapatnam, it

is high time that you thought of having all the areas under Odisha under one zone about which our Chief Minister has also written to the Government.



Jharsuguda-Barsuan-Kiriburu, Rourkela-Nuagaon, and Jharsuguda-Himgiri sections under a new division at Rourkela is necessary. Banspani—
Padapahar, Rupsa-Bangiriposi and Bhadrak-Laxmannath sections under a new division at Jajpur or Jajpur-Keonjhar Road is

also necessary. These are the two new divisions which we require.

| will conclude by bringing two issues before the House. | think, the hon. Railway Minister has some experience in Cuttack district, in my district.

PROF. SOUGATA RAY: He was the District Magistrate there at that time.? (/nterruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please, let him complete.
SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: There is a road from Cuttack to Athagarh via Ghantikhal. | would not say that he has travelled on that road a number of times. Very
recently also, he has travelled on that road. There is a level crossing. | remember, when he was the District Magistrate of Cuttack district, out of our MPLADS fund,
we had put up a level crossing there and he helped in a great deal. But, at Athagarh and Ghantikhal, we need a Road over Bridge in exchange of a level crossing. In
the Pink Book | did not find it. | was under the impression that perhaps this year it would be in place. You can correct me because there are other Heads through
which it can be done.
I have been repeatedly requesting different Railway Ministers, as also now because the Railway Minister is very much aware how congested the Cuttack

Railway Station is, that there is a need to have a third line from Barang to Nergundi via Cuttack. They are building another line on the Rajathgarh side, but it has three
bridges on this side. | remember, in 2000 when Shri Nitish Kumar was the Railway Minister, | had gone there, and he said there was hardly Rs.1,000 mentioned in this
Budget for this. He said that if Rs.1,000 is there, he would lay the foundation. He went there to lay the foundation of three railway bridges. The second line is
connecting Talcher with Paradip. That is how the three bridges were connected. But here it is totally congested and that is the reason why it is necessary. It is high
time to have a third line from Barang to Nergundi via Cuttack.

With these words, | would say that Railway is making strides, and we will also make strides in near future. | extend my full support to the Railway Minister to
achieve this.

Thank you, Sir.
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The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on
Monday, March 13, 2023/Phalguna 22, 1944 (Saka).
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